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FFA ANNOUNCES 
A-LEAGUE DRAW 


SYD v MEL IN ROUND 1 


The hugely anticipated Hyundai A-League took another step closer to becoming a reality on 
Monday when the draw for season 2005-06 was officially formalised at a ceremony held at 
Melbourne’s Exhibition Building. The opening round sees Melbourne Victory travel to Aussie 
Stadium in Sydney on Sunday 28" August for a historic clash against newly formed rivals Sydney 
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HYUNDAI! A-LEAGUE FIXTURE 


Round 1 
Fri 26-Aug-05 Newcastle Jets v Adelaide United, Energy Australia Stadium 
Fri 26-Aug-05 Perth Glory v Central Coast Mariners, Members Equity Stadium 
Sun 28-Aug-05 Queensland Roar v New Zealand Knights, Suncorp Stadium 
Sun 28-Aug-05 Sydney FC v Melbourne Victory, Aussie Stadium 


Round 2 
Fri 2-Sept-05 New Zealand Knights v Sydney FC, North Harbour Stadium 
Fri 2-Sept-05 Adelaide United v Queensland Roar, Hindmarsh Stadium 
Sat 3-Sept-05 Central Coast Mariners v Newcastle Jets, Express Advocate 
Stadium 
Sun 4-Sept-05 Melbourne Victory v Perth Glory, TBA 


Round 3 
Fri 9-Sept-05 Adelaide United v Melbourne Victory, Hindmarsh Stadium 
Sat 10-Sept-05 Central Coast Mariners v New Zealand Knights, Express 
Advocate Stadium 
Sat 10-Sept-05 Perth Glory v Queensland Roar, Members Equity Stadium 
Sun 11-Sept-05 Sydney FC v Newcastle Jets, Aussie Stadium 


Round 4 
Fri 16-Sept-05 Sydney FC v Central Coast Mariners, Aussie Stadium 
Sat 17-Sept-05 Perth Glory v Adelaide United ,Members Equity Stadium 
Sun 18-Sept-05 Queensland Roar v Melbourne Victory, Suncorp Stadium 
Sun 18-Sept-05 Newcastle Jets v New Zealand Knights, Energy Australia 
Stadium 


Round 5 
Thu 22-Sept-05 New Zealand Knights v Perth Glory, North Harbour Stadium 
Fri 23-Sept-05 Queensland Roar v Sydney FC, Suncorp Stadium 
Sat 24-Sept-05 Adelaide United v Central Coast Mariners, Hindmarsh Stadium 
Sun 25-Sept-05 Melbourne Victory v Newcastle Jets, TBA 


Round 6 
Fri 30-Sept-05 Central Coast Mariners v Melbourne Victory, Express Advocate 
Stadium 
Sat 1-Oct-05 Newcastle Jets v Queensland Roar, Energy Australia Stadium 
Sat 1-Oct-05 Perth Glory v Sydney FC, Members Equity Stadium 
Sun 2-Oct-05 New Zealand Knights v Adelaide United, North Harbour Stadium 


Round 7 
Fri 7-Oct-05 Queensland Roar v Central Coast Mariners, Suncorp Stadium 
Sat 8-Oct-05 Newcastle Jets v Perth Glory, Energy Australia Stadium 
Sun 9-Oct-05 Sydney FC v Adelaide United, Aussie Stadium 
Mon 10-Oct-05 Melbourne Victory v New Zealand Knights, TBA 


Round 8 
Fri 14-Oct-05 Adelaide United v Newcastle Jets, Hindmarsh Stadium 
Sat 15-Oct-05 Melbourne Victory v Sydney FC, TBA 
Sun 16-Oct-05 New Zealand Knights v Queensland Roar, North Harbour 
Stadium 
Sun 16-Oct-05 Central Coast Mariners v Perth Glory, Express Advocate 
Stadium 


Round 9 
Fri 21-Oct-05 Sydney FC v New Zealand Knights, Aussie Stadium 
Sat 22-Oct-05 Queensland Roar v Adelaide United, Suncorp Stadium 
Sun 23-Oct-05 Newcastle Jets v Central Coast Mariners, Energy Australia 
Stadium 
Sun 23-Oct-05 Perth Glory v Melbourne Victory, Members Equity Stadium 


Round 10 
Fri 28-Oct-05 Newcastle Jets v Sydney FC, Energy Australia Stadium 
Sat 29-Oct-05 New Zealand Knights v Central Coast Mariners, North Harbour 
Stadium 
Sat 29-Oct-05 Queensland Roar v Perth Glory, Suncorp Stadium 
Sun 30-Oct-05 Melbourne Victory v Adelaide United, TBA 


Round 11 
Fri 4-Nov-05 New Zealand Knights v Newcastle Jets, North Harbour Stadium 
Fri 4-Nov-05 Melbourne Victory v Queensland Roar, TBA 
Sat 5-Nov-05 Central Coast Mariners v Sydney FC, Express Advocate 
Stadium 
Sun 6-Nov-05 Adelaide United v Perth Glory, Hindmarsh Stadium 


Round 12 
Fri 11-Nov-05 Newcastle Jets v Melbourne Victory, Energy Australia Stadium 
Fri 11-Nov-05 Perth Glory v New Zealand Knights, Members Equity Stadium 
Sun 13-Nov-05 Central Coast Mariners v Adelaide United, Express Stadium 
Sun 13-Nov-05 Sydney FC v Queensland Roar, Aussie Stadium 


Round 13 
Fri 18-Nov-05 Melbourne Victory v Central Coast Mariners, TBA 
Sat 19-Nov-05 Sydney FC v Perth Glory, Aussie Stadium 
Sun 20-Nov-05 Adelaide United v New Zealand Knights, Hindmarsh Stadium 
Sun 20-Nov-05 Queensland Roar v Newcastle Jets, Suncorp Stadium 


Round 14 
Fri 25-Nov-05 Central Coast Mariners v Queensland Roar, Express Advocate 
Stadium 
Fri 25-Nov-05 Perth Glory v Newcastle Jets, Members Equity Stadium 
Sat 26-Nov-05 New Zealand Knights v Melbourne Victory, North Harbour 
Stadium 
Sun 27-Nov-05 Adelaide United v Sydney FC, Hindmarsh Stadium 


Round 15 
Thu 1-Dec-05 Queensland Roar v New Zealand Knights, Suncorp Stadium 
Fri 2-Dec-05 Newcastle Jets v Adelaide United, Energy Australia Stadium 
Sat 3-Dec-05 Sydney FC v Melbourne Victory, Aussie Stadium 
Sun 4-Dec-05 Perth Glory v Central Coast Mariners, Members Equity Stadium 


Round 16 
Thu 29-Dec-05 Melbourne Victory v Perth Glory, TBA 
Fri 30-Dec-05 New Zealand Knights v Sydney FC, North Harbour Stadium 
Sat 31-Dec-05 Central Coast Mariners v Newcastle Jets, Express Advocate 
Stadium 
Sun 1-Jan-06 Adelaide United v Queensland Roar, Hindmarsh Stadium 


Round 17 
Thu 5-Jan-06 Adelaide United v Melbourne Victory, Hindmarsh Stadium 
Fri 6-Jan-06 Sydney FC v Newcastle Jets, Aussie Stadium 
Sat 7-Jan-06 Perth Glory v Queensland Roar, Members Equity Stadium 
Sun 8-Jan-06 Central Coast Mariners v New Zealand Knights, Express 
Advocate Stadium 


Round 18 
Thu 12-Jan-06 Perth Glory v Adelaide United, Members Equity Stadium 
Fri 13-Jan-06 Newcastle Jets v New Zealand Knights, Energy Australia Stadium 
Sat 14-Jan-06 Sydney FC v Central Coast Mariners, Aussie Stadium 
Sun 15-Jan-06 Queensland Roar v Melbourne Victory, Suncorp Stadium 


Round 19 
Thu 19-Jan-06 New Zealand Knights v Perth Glory, North Harbour Stadium 
Fri 20-Jan-06 Adelaide United v Central Coast Mariners, Hindmarsh Stadium 
Sat 21-Jan-06 Queensland Roar v Sydney FC, Suncorp Stadium 
Sun 22-Jan-06 Melbourne Victory v Newcastle Jets, TBA 


Round 20 
Thu 26-Jan-06 Newcastle Jets v Queensland Roar, Energy Australia Stadium 
Fri 27-Jan-06 Central Coast Mariners v Melbourne Victory, Express Advocate 
Stadium 
Sat 28-Jan-06 New Zealand Knights v Adelaide United, North Harbour Stadium 
Sun 29-Jan-06 Perth Glory v Sydney FC, Members Equity Stadium 


Round 21 
Fri 3-Feb-06 Sydney FC v Adelaide United, Aussie Stadium 
Sat 4-Feb-06 Melbourne Victory v New Zealand Knights, TBA 
Sat 4-Feb-06 Queensland Roar v Central Coast Mariners, Suncorp Stadium 
Sun 5-Feb-06 Newcastle Jets v Perth Glory, Energy Australia Stadium 


Finals 


Semi Final First Leg 
Friday 10-Feb-06 (1v2) 
Sunday 12-Feb-06 (3v4) 


Semi Final Second Leg 
Friday 17-Feb-06 (2 v 1) 
Suinday 19-Feb-06 (4 v 3) 


Preliminary Final 
Saturday 25-Feb-06 Loser (1v2) v Winner (3v4) 


Grand Final 
Saturday 4-Mar-06 Winner (1v2) v Winner Preliminary Final 
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SOCCER HOTLINE 


2005 Vodafone Premier 
League - Round 6 


Fawkner/Whittlesea 
vs 
Green Gully 


Home playing venue- 


The VSF wishes to advise that the Round 6 
Vodafone Premier League match between 
Fawkner / Whittlesea and Green Gully will be 
played at Epping Soccer Stadium, Epping on 
Sunday 13th March 2005. 


New match details are as follows: 


Vodafone Premier League Round 6 
Round 6 — Sunday, 13th March 2005 


Fawkner / Whittlesea vs Green Gully SC 
Kick-off: Reserves: 3:00PM 
Seniors: 5:00PM 
Venue: Epping Soccer Stadium, 


Harvest Home Road, Epping Mel Ref: 182-C4 


Crazy John’s 
Pre-Season Soccer Trophy 


Crazy John’s pre-season tournament action 
continued on the weekend with the semi-finals 
finishing as follows: 


Port Melbourne 2 - 2 Altona East 
(Penalties: Port 5 - 4 Altona) 


Northcote City 4 - 1 Stonnington City 


Group A Pts 
Port Melbourne 7 
Stonnington 6 
Suburbs 4 
Dingley 0 
Group B Pts 
Northcote 7 
Altona 6 
Brunswick 3 
Westvale 1 


Final round of fixtures at 
SS Anderson Reserve, Port Melbourne: 


Sunday 13th March 


4:00pm 3rd & 4th place 
Stonnington v Altona East 


6:00pm Grand Final 
Northcote v Port Melbourne 


Attack The 
Space 


Goal! Weekly 
is looking for an 
experienced salesperson 
for its 
advertising department. 


If you think you have what 
it takes, then please do not 
hesitate to contact the 
office on 9645 1440. 


HYUNDAI A-LEAGUE 
MOVES CLOSER 
WITH UNVEILING OF 
DRAW 


The new national football competition 
moved a step closer today when 
Football Federation Australia released 
the draw for the inaugural Hyundai A- 
League season. 


A four-week pre-season challenge will 
provide the platform for the season 
which will kick off on Friday 26 August 
with Newcastle Jets at home to 
Adelaide United and Perth Glory host- 
ing Central Coast Mariners. 


Queensland’s newest professional 
sports team, Queensland Roar, will 
host the New Zealand Knights on 
Sunday while Aussie Stadium will be 
the venue for the opening round block- 
buster between Sydney FC and 
Melbourne Victory. 


“We've said from the beginning this is 
a modest start,” said FFA CEO John 
O’Neill. 


“There is a tremendous amount of 
excitement for the competition building 
up right around the country.” 


“We have worked hard with the clubs, 
venues and Fox Sports our broadcast- 
er to ensure the draw is a fair but it is 
also built around giving as many peo- 
ple access to the matches in family 
friendly times.” 


Round two will see the teams that 
played away in round one get a home 
match. 


While most of the matches will be 
played on Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday some trial of Thursday nights 
will take place and one Monday night 
game. 


Importantly no games will be played at 
the same time and no team will have 
to play more than two games in-a-row 


Where is the ‘Real’ 
Atmosphere? 


With five rounds completed in the 2005 
Vodafone Mens Premier League, crowds are up 
by a long way. History appears to be repeating 
itself as the ordinary football supporter from 
decades past has returns to see old rivals do 
battle once more. 


No doubt, timing is everything in our dear sport, 
and the demise of the National Soccer League 
coincided with the promotion of former NSL 
clubs Heidelberg United and Sunshine Georgies 
into the Vodafone Premier League. The return of 
South Melbourne and the Melbourne Knights 
witnessed a Premier League competition with 
half its compliment having graced the former 
national competition. 

Crowds may well be flocking to the glamour fix- 
tures, yet there is something missing from a 
number of games this season - atmosphere. | 
can here the cries now... “Ludicrous!”... “You 
have got to be kidding!”... “Tony, you’ve been 
drinking a little too much of the amber fluid!”... 
While the latter may be true, it’s hard to dispute 
the facts. 


Travel to any South Melbourne or Melbourne 
Knights away game, and you can be forgiven for 
thinking that you were in the heart of Clarendon 
or Sommers Street. Let’s face it, the return of 


away from home. 


“We felt it was very important for the 
fans that clubs don’t play too many 
games consecutively away from 
home,” added Mr O'Neill. 


The finals series will commence on 10 
February 2006 and will run for four 
weeks. The top four teams will qualify 
with 1 v 2 and 3 v 4. There will be 
home and away semi finals followed 
by a preliminary final and a grand final 
on 4 March 2006. 


Highlights Include: 


Club World Championship 
Qualifiers 
7 May — 14 May 


Pre-Season Challenge 
22 July — 20 August 


2005/06 Hyundai A-League 
26 August 2005 — 4 March 2006 


Finals Series 
10 February 2006 — 4 March 2006 


Break for Club World 
Championships 
5 December 2005 — 29 December 


Aussie soccer supremo, John O’ Neil, 
looks like his onto yet another winner, 
this time in the form of Victoria’s 
newest soccer newspaper, 

Goal! Weekly. 


these clubs has witnessed the return of the 
cheer squad, the singing and chanting diehard 
who bring the colour and verve to our great 
game. 


So what are the other clubs doing? At the 
Veneto Club in Round Four, the South 
Melbourne supporters were so vocal, that the 
Zebras players must have thought their home 
supporters were banned from entering the gate. 
Where was the cheer? Where was the passion? 
Where was the home ground advantage? 


Premier League clubs have the support, and 
more often than not, the home fans outnumber 
the travelling away team’s supporters, but the 
bigger clubs are making more noise, and giving 
their boys every opportunity to secure some 
points on the road. If you feel like you’re playing 
at home every week, there is every incentive to 
perform. 


There is no doubt that an element of atmos- 
phere has returned, but true atmosphere lies in 
the supporters from both clubs engaging in the 
banter that ignites and instils rivalry. When the 
referee cops more abuse than the home team 
gets support, you know you're not trying hard 
enough. Thus, a call to all hardened club sup- 
porters, get behind your club and make your 
home ground a fortress. It could be worth a goal 
every second week, and ultimately, that’s what 
we pay our money for! 


2005 Vodafone Premier 
League - Round 7 


Sunshine Georgies 
vs 
Heidelberg Utd 


Change of Kick-off time 


The VSF wishes to advise that it has agreed to 
a request from the Sunshine Georgies SC to 
amend their kick-off time for the following 
Vodafone Premier League match. 


New match details are as follows: 


Vodafone Victorian Premier League Round 7 - 
Saturday 20th March 


Sunshine Georgies vs Heidelberg United 
Kick-off Times: Reserves: 3:00PM 
Seniors: 5:00PM 


Venue: Chaplin Reserve, Anderson Rd, 
Sunshine (Mel Ref: 26-G12) 


SHORT 
PASSES 


Frankston Pines forward Scott Webster has 
damaged medial ligaments and will be out of 
action for at least six weeks. 


Altona Magic reports that its top goalscorer from 
last season, Koce Delev, played in a recent 
reserves match in the slow road to recovery 
after suffering a severe groin injury. 


Meanwhile, Magic’s Levent Osman has begun 
jogging after recently undergoing an operation 
on his heel. 


South Melbourne reports Ryan Dinse and Steve 
O’Dor are available for selection after returning 
from suspension. 


Heidelberg’s Izzy Erdogan received a bad knock 
in the match against Altona Magic and awaits for 
it to clear. 


Ben Cogger from Bentleigh Greens has a slight 
calf problem and could be unavailable for the 
next round. 


Dario Matkovic injured his hip and could be in 
doubt for the match against Heidelberg United. 


Preston’s Johnny Sapazovski is still out injured 
with an ankle injury is expected to miss another 
week. 


Michael Kathopoulos has signed for Frankston 
Pines. The 27 year old forward has played in 
Italy and Greece and is looking to give Stan 
Webster’s side a bit of punch up front. 


Whittlesea Stallions JSC 
Partridge Reserve, Partridge St Lalor. 


Girls required for the U18’s team. 


Training on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 6:30 
until 8:00pm. 


For further information please call Dina on 
0407 883 543 or Lou on 0417 301 191. 


“AS LONG AS ITS ROUND, WE 
DON’T CARE!” 


GOAL! Weekly 
is always on the look out for soccer 
stories, match reports, club events, news , 
views, photos, whatever. 


If you want to share soccer stuff with the 
rest of us, then send it in, and we'll try 
and give it a plug. 


Email: goalweekly@yahoo.com 
Tel/Fax: 9645 1440 
Mail: P.O Box 142 Port Melbourne 3207 
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VODAFONE PREMIER LEAGUE DETAILS 


2005 Mens Vodafone Premier League: 


Seniors 
OAKLEIGH CANNONS 0 —- SOUTH MELBOURNE 1 P W OD OL F A pT 
(HT 0-0) 
Goals: P.Koutsoupias, 85th min (SM) South Melbourne 5 4 1 0 5 1 13 
Green Gully Cavs 5 3B LL 21 5 3 10 
Yellow Cards: C.Blatsis (SM), V.Coveny (SM),K.Salapasidis (SM), N.Tolios (OC), é 
S.Poutakidis(OC), G.Tzouramanis (OC), S.Panopoulos (OC). Altona Magic 5 2 2 1 9 6 8 
Red Cards: None. Oakleigh Cannons 5 2 2 1 7 4 8 
OAKLEIGH line-up: S.Webster, C.Anthopoulos, F.Rosman, A.Kovacic, N.Tolios, Preston Lions 5 1 4 0 9 7 7 4 Goals 
S.Poutakidis, G.Tzouramanis, S.Panopoulos, N.Marinos, J.Nilo, A.Pelikan. Heidelberg United 5 1 4 0 5 3 7 
SOUTH line-up: D.Anastasiadis, A.Tsonis, C.Blatsis, E.Karavitis, V.Coveny (J.Krncevic Essendon Royals 5 2 ni 2 5 4 7 Stuart Riddle (AM) 
ll tala ae V.Natsioulas, A.Tsirtsakis, K.Salapasidis, R.Tavsancioglu, Melbourne Knights 5 2 1 2 7 7 7 3 Goals 
Sunshine Georgies 5 2 1 2 7 #7 7 
Crowd: 5,400. ’ g P 
Frankston Pines 5 2 0 3 6 5 6 Cameron Pino 
ALTONA MAGIC 1 —- HEIDELBERG UNITED 1 Bulleen Zebras 5 di «2 2 4 5 5 Tony Neceski (SGC) 
(HT 1-0) = ‘ 
Goals: P.Roberts, 9th min (HU), A.Opazo, 89th min (AM). Pawnee MES ER TSHes 5 a 1 3 6 8 . 2 Goals 
St. Albans Saints 5 1 0 4 1 6 3 
a Cards: S.Riddle (AM), S.Bozinovski (AM), C.Pino (AM), R.Liparoti (HU), Y. Yusuf Bentleigh Greens 5 1 0 4 4 14 3 lua Nile (OC) 
Red Cards: none. ‘ 
Nick Tsaltas (GG) 
ALTONA line-up: J.Martin, S.Mrkela, C.Azzopardi, M.Stergiopoulos, D.Mladenovic, i 
K.Delev (C.Pino 46th), A.Opazo, S.Becvinovski, S.Riddle, P.Cergovski (G.Lozanovski Anthony Pelikan 
65th), S.Bozinovski. OG 
GOAL! WEEKLY Weekend Weather Report Pe 
HEIDELBERG line-up: L.Acevski, R.Liparoti, |.Erdogan (Y.Yusuf 82nd), P.Roberts, F.De p Steve Manceski (PL) 
Amicis, T.Ouliaris, B.Damianos, E.Vassiliadis, V.Korcarevski (J.Tricarico 74th), WISHES 
C.Boutsianis, A.Goutzioulis (E.Papadopoulos 82nd). Trend for Ivan Razov (Mk) 
Crowd: 2,750. EACH TEAM THE Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
SUNSHINE GEORGIES 2 — FAWKNER/ WHITTLESEA 1 VERY BEST FOR : 
(HT 0-1) SEASON 2005 Fine. Generally warm. 
Goals: D.Delic, 56th min (SG), T.Neceski, 61st min (SG), Z.Petrevski, 17th min (FW). 
Yellow Cards: M.Pace (SG), D.Delic (SG), E.Muscat (SG), C.Greechan (SG), 
R.Stojcevski (FW), Z.Petrevski (FW). 
Red Cards: E.Muscat (SG), J.Angelovski (FW). Under 21s Results - Round 4 
SUNSHINE line-up: R.Brian, $.Camilleri, Z.Pajic, M.Pace, T.Antoniadis, D.Delic Oakleigh Cannons 4 v2 South Melbourne 
ee (B.Stafrace 29th), E.Muscat, M.Gasparis Sunshine Georgies 0v0 Fawkner-Whittlesea 
_ Altona Magic 2 v2 Heidelberg United SZ Up enn Bie 
FAWKNER line-up: S.Tilovski, F.Tramontana(O.Ayache 81st), R.Stojcevski, C.Recchia, Melb Knights 2v4 Bentleigh G 4 
M.Bosevski (R.Cardillo 83rd), T.Sterjovski (M.Silic 64th), Z.Petrevski, M.Vazzocchi, ee eae ee Frankston Pines vs 
MTsiorlas, $.Oclelovski. Preston Lions 0 v2 St. Albans Saints Oakleigh Cannons 
Green Gully Cavs 6v1 Essendon Royals Monterey Reserve, 
Crowd: 1,110. : Frankston North, 
Bulleen Zebras 3 v3 Frankston Pines Mel:99-K8 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 3 —- BENTLEIGH GREENS 1 Kick-Off: 5:00pm 
(HT 1-0) 
Goals: M.Kustura, 72nd min (BG), N.Antic, 48th min, (MK), T.Razov, 35th & 88th min 2005 Mens Vodafone Premier League: 
(Mk). Under 216 Sun, 13th March 
hi ela (Mk), |.Klarica (MK), M.Jurijevic (MK). Team P W D Ti F A Pts Fawkner/Whittlesea 
Sunshine Georgies 5 4 1 0 18 6 13 inne oe 
KNIGHTS line-up: A.Cagalj, N.Antic, D.Rocco, |.Klarica, T.Milardovic, |.Gelemanovic, ' “ : 
D.Matkovic (T.Saric 47th), T.Razov, C.Emsovski, M.Matkovic (M.Jurijevic 85th), A.Gjuni Fawkner-Whittlesea 5 4 1 0 11 2 13 Stadium, Epping 
(I.Zuvela 78th). Bentleigh Greens 5 4 0 1 15 14 12 Be ae 
; ici 7 6:00pm 
BENTLEIGH line-up: D.McGrath, T.Constantinou, V.Bontemps, M.Kustura, M.Karas, Frankston Pines 5 2 2 al 15 10 8 
M.Pena, T.Psonis, E.Papadopoulos, H.Armenian, B.Cogger (J.Kotsovolos 53rd), St. Albans Saints 5 y 2 1 10 10 8 Bentleigh Greens vs 
|.Madeira (I.Khrapko 77th). Alt M : 5 5 1 5 12 10 4 Sunshine Georgies 
ona agic 
Crowd: 1.500. g Kingston Heath Soccer 
, Bulleen Zebras 5 2 all 2. 10 9 7 Complex, Cheltenham 
GREEN GULLY CAVALIERS 1 —- ESSENDON ROYALS 0 South Melbourne 5 2 1 2 iS) 10 7 Ve hp 
(HT 1-0) / IC 79:00pm 
Cals 3 ages Ses) Oakleigh Cannons 5 2 0 3 10 10 6 
Green Gully Cavs 5 2 0 3 12 15 6 St Albans Saints vs 
Yellow Cards:J.Fleming (GG), N.Thomas (ER), S.losifidis (ER). Melbourne Knights 5 2 0 3 10 15 6 Bulleen Zebras 
te Heidelberg United 5 113 7 12 4 ie essen 
GREEN GULLY line-up: P.Schwalger, R.Vargas, D.Fak, Z.Markovski, J.Rajher, Pp ia 1 4 12 See 
J.Fleming, A.Kelic (N.Lazarevski 56th), D.Nastevski, A.Vargas, L.Lapsansky, reston 10ns 5 0 6 3 Mel: 14-D10 
N.Tsaltas. Essendon Royals 5 0 0 5 6 16 0 Me COs Nee 


ESSENDON line-up: J.Davey, S.Pir, M.Medjedovic, N.Thomas, T.Chillico (M.Catalano 
46th), T.Celentano, S.losifidis, F.Catalano (L.Catalano 62nd), R.Chillico, M.Curcija, 


Heidelberg United vs 
Melbourne Knights 


B.Harbinson (R.Catalano 75th). Olympic Park, 
Caw9 000: BULLEEN ZEBRAS 1 — FRANKSTON PINES 0 See ee 
eT d= 


(HT 1-0) 


Goals: Steve Martin, 29th min (BZ) Kick Off: 6:00pm 


PRESTON LIONS 2 - ST ALBANS SAINTS 0 
(HT 0-0) 


vodafone" 
Goals: P.Civeski, 85th min (PL), J.Dimoski, 61st (PL). Yellow Cards: C.Elvin (FP), C.Nicholas (FP), R.Ollerton (BZ). 


Red Cards: Mon, 14th March 


Yellow Cards: S.Pace (PL), A.Magnacca (PL), J.Cvetanovski (PL), M.Miskas (PL), 


A.Paleka (SA), M.Paleka (SA). BULLEEN line-up: B.Jevdjevic, R.Antoniadis, S.Drakos, A.Drakos 


(C.Aldanate 88th), S.Martin, R.Ollerton, D.Guglielmi, D.Vucinic South Melbourne vs 


Red Cards: . A 
(M.Mazzini 78th), J.Kozic, Z.Atanasovski, R.Diaco (N.Veljovic Altona Magic 

PRESTON line-up: D.Zilic, L-Anastasiou, J.Dimoski (M.Miskas 70th), S.Pace 76th). piso aoe 

(J.Dimoski 45th), S.Oksuz, S.Manceski (R.Dolevski 76th), A.Magnacca, R.Sekulovski, . a : bert Par 
FRANKSTON line-up: M.Sutalo, S.Sivic (J.Cummings 69th), Mel:2K-F6 


P.Siveski, P.Dimoski, J.Cvetanovski. ; : 
T.Malcolm, N.Waite, S.Webster, C.Leopold, M.Durand, C.Elvin, 


Kick Off: 6:15pm 
L.Trebbia, W.Armour, C.Nicholas (B.Ovcin 64th). 


ST ALBANS line-up: M.Vunderi, J.Suric, V.Buljubasic, |.Filipovic, |.Razov, A.Deak 
(I.Dragicevic 74th), L.Buhic J.Bosnic, |.Franjic, A.Paleka, M.Paleka (M.Alibeyi 29th). Essendon Royals vs 
Preston Lions 
Veneto Social Club, 
Bulleen 
Mel:32-D9 
Kick Off: 8:15pm 


Crowd: 725 
Crowd: 2,000. 
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VPL MATCH REPORTS 


South Pull Clear 


South Melbourne 1 
Oakleigh Cannons 0 


A huge crowd crammed into Oakleigh's Jack 
Edwards Reserve for the visit of VPL leaders 
South Melbourne. The big game atmosphere 
seemed to inhibit the players early on, and the 
first half was generally low on action and excite- 
ment. 


The home side had the best of the early 
exchanges. Anthony Pelikan played in a through 
ball to Nick Marinos, who saw his shot spilled by 
Dean Anastasiadis before being saved at the 
second attempt. Juan Nilo shot across the goal- 
face from the left side of the penalty area and 
Steve Panopoulos failed to extend Anastasiadis 
with a tame strike in the seventeenth minute. 


Kosta Salapasidis and Vaughn Coveny then 
stepped up as South got into their stride. 
Coveney made a long, sustained run up the right 
side of the park before blazing a shot well over 
the goal. Midway during the first half Peter 
Koutsoupias cut back the ball for Salapasidis 
whose shot saw Oakleigh keeper Stuart 
Webster produce a good save. Panopoulos had 
long range shot a few minutes before Marinos 
put the ball in the back of the net in the thirty- 
seventh minute, but the goal was disallowed for 
a handball. 


Marinos played in Nilo a minute later, but 
Anastasiadis was able to make a crucial save. 
Having had the best of the first half but being 
unable to take a lead, Oakleigh let South back 
into the game in the last few minutes. 
Koutsoupias made a srong run, and from a tight 
angle on the left forced Webster into paddling 
the ball out for a corner with a shot low to his 
near post. 


Oakleigh had a narrow escape from the corner 
with the ball flying just wide of the goal as the 
side went into the break still locked at 0-0. 


Six minutes after play resume a run from 
George Tzouramanis well into the box produced 
a cut back which was blocked at the near post 
as Marinos tried to tuck it away for an opening 
goal. South responded through the lively 
Salapasidis, who forced Webster into another 
good save. Oakleigh then had a great chance 
when Sam Poutakidis produced a great cross 
from the right which Pelikan just failed to latch 
onto at the far post in the seventhy-fourth 
minute. 


With eight minutes left South Melbourne thought 
they had taken the lead, when Koutsoupias put 
the ball into the net after Wesbter had parried a 
shot from Coveney, but he was ruled offside. 
Two minutes later a run into the box from 
Salapasidis saw him win a penalty. The spot kick 
saw Webster dive to his right to keep out 
Coveney's strike before Koutsoupias pounced 
on the rebound to send the South supporters 
behind the goal at the Railway End into rap- 
tures. 


Oakleigh put South under some pressure in 
injury time, with the ball flashing wide of the post 
at a corner. Along range volley from Pelikan was 
easily saved by Anastasiadis before referee 
Domenic Barba finally blew a halt to proceed- 
ings with South Melbourne 1-0 winners in a 
game Oakleigh probably deserved at least a 
point from. 


By Mark Boric 


Preston Breaks Duck 
Preston Lions 2 


St Alb 


Preston Lions registered a convincing first win of 
the season against a desperate and determined 
St. Albans side to finally give its supporters 
something to cheer about. 


St. Albans defended soundly and at times a little 
to exuberantly, especially against Lions winger 
Serkan Oksuz who was giving the Saints a tor- 
rid time down on the left flank with his speed. 


Preston should have punished the Saints at 
least on 3 different occasions in the first 15 min- 
utes or so, but its lack of a killer instinct in front 
of goal let down all the good work done getting 
themselves into those positions. They were very 
fortunate not to have found themselves a goal 
down when the Saints made a counter attack 
down the left flank and only a great save by Zilic 
kept the Saints out. 


With its midfield firing on all cylinders Preston 
took control of the game in the middle as 
Sivevski, Magnacca, Pace and Cvetanovski 
broke up everything the Saints threw at them, 
and anything that went past Preston's midfield it 
was cleared by the defense which was cap- 
tained by Pece Dimovski in place of the missing 
Johnny Sapazovski out with an ankle injury. 


Ray Sekulovski was placed in the middle of 
defense in place of Zia Jounan who arrived late 
to the game, was by far the best Lions player as 
he stopped all before him. 


For the beginning of second half Zia Jounan 
came in for Stephen Pace who had picked up an 
ankle injury in the first half, this allowed Preston 
coach Zoran Trajcevski to give Sekulovski a 
more attacking role, a decision which paid great 
dividends when in the 60th minute he played a 
great couple of one two's which led to Jonie 
Dimovski scoring the Lions first goal as he shot 
past a hapless Vunderl in the Saints goal. 


Trajcevski then made 2 more substitutions with 
Miskas coming on in the place of exhausted and 
battered Oksuz, and young Robert Dolevski for 
the tiring Mancevski, two moves which would 
eventually give the 3 points to Preston as these 
2 players were the architects of Preston's 2 goal. 


Miskas received the ball wide on the right just 
inside the Saints half, Magnacca made a diago- 
nal run to the left of Miskas taking with him a 
Saints defender, Miskas then launched a 40 
metre pass to the opposite end where Pece 
Sivevski had also made a run into, Sivevski con- 
trolled the ball and passed it to Dolevski just out- 
side the Saints penalty area, Dolevski controlled 
the ball turned and faced the Saints defender, 
noticing that Sivevski had continued his run for- 
ward he passed the ball into his path and 
Sivevski made no mistake to give the Lions a 
well deserved 2nd goal. 


This win puts Preston into the top 6 for the first 
time in 5 weeks and more importantly is only one 
of three teams that have not lost yet so far this 
season. 


By Nome Ristevski 


Georgies 
come from behind 


Sunshine Georgies 2 
Fawkner / Whittlesea 1 


On a weather affected Saturday afternoon the 
Georgies welcomed a side coached by one of 
the clubs former great players in John Markovski 
as he lead his Fawkner Whittlesea side to 
Chaplin reserve. 


This was an important game for both teams as 
both has had inconsistent starts to the season. 
Sunshine were coming off the back of their worst 
game in a long time and Fawkner Whittlesea 
were struggling early in the season. 


Fawkner going into this game without suspend- 
ed players Joe Spiteri and former cross player 
Vasko Trpcevski started the brighter of the two 
sides and were switched on early and many 
passing routines and attacks prompted by their 
midfield had the Georgies on the back foot. 


It was no surprise when after an attacking raid 
on the far side of the ground a cross was nod- 
ded into the net by Zoran Pertrvski to make the 
game 1-0, it stayed like this till half time. 


Chris Taylor must have inspired the cross lads 
by what he said during his half time address 
because sunshine came out a completely differ- 
ent team full of attacking ideas and putting 
fawkner under pressure. The equalizer came 
deservedly when Dusko Delic cut in and curled 
a shot beyond Steven Tilovski in the fawkner 
goals. 


Sunshine were all over their opponents and 
much to the approval of the home crowd a Delic 
cross was sent into the back of Tilovski's net by 
Tony Niceski to make the final score 2-1. 


The game was marred by red cards to 
Fawkner's John Angelovski for a head butt and 
for Sunshine's Emmanuel Muscat for 2 bookable 
offences. 


By Reuben Schembri 


Knights Rebound 


Melbourne Knights 3 
Bentleigh Greeens 1 


Melbourne Knights rebounded after a lethargic 


showing against Fawkner/Whittlesea last round. 
The Knights 3-1 home win over struggling 
Bentleigh Greens at Somers Street on Sunday 
evening leaves the hapless Bentleigh side plant- 
ed at the wrong end of the table. 


Both teams had the share of the ball early in the 
first half with neither team really threatening. 
Bentleigh's Evan Papadopoulos looked lively 
early with the Knights Hrvoje Matkovic and Tomi 
Razov beginning to exert influence on the left. 
The stalemate was broken by the Knights in the 
34th minute after some good lead up work by 
Albert Gjuni. Gjuni’s pass to the left of the box 
was picked up by Razov. Razov seemed to be 
well shadowed by a Greens defender, but some- 
how managed to squeeze through a great drive 
to the far right post, beating both defender and 
keeper to give the Knights the lead. The Knights 
finished the half the stronger team with Matkovic 
busy on the left while Marcelo Pena was a solid 
contributor for Bentleigh. 


The Knights started the 2nd half better. A goal by 
the Knights was disallowed in the 48th minute. 
The ball was deemed to have gone out of play 
for a corner before re-entering play and being 
slotted home. Unfortunately the reprieve for 
Bentleigh was only temporary, the resultant cor- 
ner was brought down by Neven Antic who fin- 
ished off his own work, Knights 2-0. After con- 
ceding their second, Bentleigh picked up their 
work rate with Pena, Jim Kostovolos, and Igor 
Khrapko impressing. Bentleigh were finally 
rewarded for their possession in the 72nd 
minute. A penetrating run and deep cross by 
Kostovolos down the left was hit home by 
Mladen Kustura at the far post, Knights 2-1. The 
Knights seemed to go into their shell after con- 
ceding the goal, with Knights half time substitute 
Tony Saric left to shoulder the responsibility of 
the attack. Bentleigh pressed hard for an 
equaliser, with the Knights looking dangerous on 
the counter. The game was settled in the 88th 
minute, with the Knights winning a contested 
ball, which was played on to the running Mario 
Jurjevic (substitute). Jurjevic's run and cut back 
from the left was drilled home by the swooping 
Razov (his 2nd) from near the penalty spot, 
Knights 3-1. The third goal by the Knights 
knocked the wind out of Bentleigh's sail, as the 
Knights cruised home. 


Bentliegh did have enough possession to war- 
rant a better showing, but credit must go to the 
Knights defense who stifled Bentleighs' forward 
movements. 


By Bruno Zovko 


Lost Opportunity for 
Heidelberg Again 


Altona Magic 1 
Heidelberg 0 


Altona Magic's equaliser one minute from regu- 
lar time would be seen by Heidelberg coach Phil 
Stubbins as a lost opportunity. In a game of con- 
trasting halves, visitors Heidelberg stunned the 
Magic in the first, with the Magic clawing back 
the momentum in the second. 


Heidelberg bolted out of the blocks immediately, 
peppering Magic's goal from the onset. Magic 
never had time to settle before conceding the 
lead after 9 minutes. A poorly taken corner that 
bobbled between Magic's defense & Con 
Boutsianis ended up finding its way to Peter 
Roberts. Roberts miscued effort somehow found 
the back of the net. Heidelberg didn't relent after 
taking the lead, pulverising Altona on the right 
side of the park. Altona's defense was over- 
whelmed by the combination of Izzy Erdogen's 
penetrating runs on the right and Eric 
Vassiliades' supply of plentiful crosses from the 
right. A great cross from the right honed into 
Ange Gouiziolis, whose resultant miss hit was a 
reprieve for Magic keeper; Martin John. Just 
before half time, a quick thinking Ergoden throw 
in (again from the right) split the napping Altona 
defense in two, with the Berger's midfield 
threading a simple through ball to Goutziolis, 
who failed to convert. 


Ken Murphy's half time pep talk along with the 
inclusion of Cameron Pino stemmed the 
Berger's drive, especially on the right side of the 
park. Against the run of play, Goutziolis had 
another opportunity in the 55th minute; receiving 
a pass from Boutsianis, Goutziolis' timid attempt 
was easily saved by keeper, Martin John. Altona 
gained ascendancy in the midfield whilst the 
Berger's always looked dangerous on the count- 
er, with Goutziolis wasting another opportunity 
late in the game. The introduction of Goran 


Lozanovski in the 65th minute with his astute dis- 
tribution further increased Magic's momentum, 
with Magic getting closer with each attempt. 
Magic came close to equalising in the 86th 
minute with Lozanovksi combining well with 
Doug Mladenovic who shot over the bar. Minutes 
later Magic came close again with an Opazo's 
cross being volleyed over the bar. 


At the 89th minute, a corner by Altona was met 
by Stiven Mrkela who headed the ball to Opazo 
whose triumphant header leveled the game. The 
whistle blew not long after to signal the end of 
proceedings. | would say that Ken Murphy would 
be happier of the two coaches, with Phil Stubbins 
ruing the missed opportunity. 


By Bruno Zovko 


Cavaliers Cruise Into 
Second Place 


Green Gully 1 
Essendon Royals 0 


It should have been by more, but one goal from 
Roddy Vargas was enough to defeat the 
Essendon Royals at Green Gully Reserve in 
round five of the 2005 Vodafone Premier 
League. 


A vocal crowd of 500 were delighted to hear that 
Jeffrey Fleming (Gully's Player Of The Year 
2003/2004) walked straight back into lan 
Dobson's starting eleven. Fleming's return was 
rather timely, with Henry Velkovski, last week's 
goal scorer for Green Gully still injured from that 
match at Preston. Lubo Lapsansky also returned 
to the starting eleven as Brandon Vassallo was 
struck down by food poisoning. 


The Royals took a point away from Green Gully 
Reserve last season, and perhaps they attempt- 
ed to play a similar counter attacking strategy 
this time around, but for all intents and purposes 
the Cavaliers totally dominated this match. Not 
only were the home team unlucky to not score 
from three opportunities when the ball hit a post, 
but there were countless other chances that the 
Cavaliers failed to capitalise on. 


Credit to the Gully defense for keeping the Royal 
forward line of Michael Curcija and Ben 
Harbinson out of the match, and in the end, with 
Roddy Vargas' goal, credit also for putting the 
ball in the back of the net. It didn't take long for 
Jeffrey Fleming to announce his return to the 
home supporters, striking an upright from 25 
yards with the low drive on the ten minute mark. 
After half an hour, a quick freekick was played 
out to the left for Nick Tsaltas who delivered his 
cross for Roddy Vargas to head home from close 
range. Ante Kelic chipped Royals goalkeeper 
Joel Davey in the second half, only for the ball to 
land on the bottom of the goalpost, and just 
before full time Nick Tsaltas drove the ball into 
the other goalpost for a "woodwork hattrick". 


Altona Magic’s 
Alfonso Opazo grabbed 
the equaliser against 
Heidelberg with only 
moments left in the 
match 


Green Gully’s 
Roddy Vargas popped 
up to head the winner 

against Essendon 
Royals. 


Fawkner’s Zoran 
Petrevski 
scored 
his side’s 
consolation 
| goal against 
Sunshine Georgies. 
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Ken Murphy (Altona Magic): 
“Disappointed with the fact we lost an 
early goal once again. But, | was quite 
comfortable the way we played for the 
rest of the half and we seemed to be 
creating a number of good _ half 
chances. | was very happy with the 
effort by everyone and we dominated 
most of the second half. Happy we got 
a draw in the end.” 


Mick Kupinic (Bentleigh): “I don’t 
think the standard of the game was 
what you’d expect at this level. We 
had our fair share of the ball, but strug- 
gled to go forward and turned the ball 
over far too easily which put us under 
the pump. It was a game we had a 
chance to win, but couldn’t put the ball 
in the vital areas. I’m looking for some- 
one with a bit a bit of quality and cut- 
ting edge up front.” 


Stan Webster (Frankston): “We 
played allright. | couldn’t fault my play- 
ers for their effort. | thought we 
deserved something out of it. In the 
last 15 mins we threw everything at 
them apart from the kitchen sink. 
Bulleen’s defence held out well. | think 
they were pretty desperate to get their 
first win of the season.” 


Zoran Trajevski (Preston): “We 
played a very good game, created a 
lot of chances, defensively played 
excellent and we’re getting more sta- 
ble. Big relief that we won and | think 
we should start playing to our best 
now the pressure is lifted by winning 
our first match. ” 


Srecko Barisic (St Albans): ‘I 
thought our performance was allright. 
In the first half we created a few good 
chances to score, but we just need 
someone who can finish it off. Our dis- 
cipline was good, we are competing, 
we are not conceding many goals but 


FROM THE DUGOUT... 


we need a strong attacker. We are not 
conceding many goals compared to 
the others, but, we need somebody to 
score the goals.” 


Michael Michalakopoulos 
(Essendon): “Coming up against one 
of the better sides in the league our 
main objective was to not concede 
anything before the break and then 
have to play catch up. Unfortunately 
that didn’t happen and we conceded a 
soft goal. In the end we we were lucky 
not to concede two or three more. A lit- 
tle bit disappointing because it puts us 
back into the pack. The next few 
weeks are critical and we must try and 
take maximum points to put us back 
on track.” 


Michael Chatzitrifonas (Oakleigh): 
‘I’m obviously very disappointed we 
lost such a big game on such a big 
occasion. | thought we dominated 
large periods of the game, especially 
the first half. We needed to go in to 
the break with some sort of advantage 
on the scoreboard after having so 
much of the ball. All credit to South for 
coming to a difficult away game and 
came away with the three points.” 


Chris Taylor (Sunshine): “Very 
happy with the result. The three points 
were very valuable to us. | made a 
couple of changes at the back after 
losing our shape in the first twenty 
minutes. We seemed to have got it 
right in the second half and capped it 
off with a couple of quality goals.” 


lan Dobson (Green Gully): “It was 
probably our best performance of the 
season so far even though that wasn’t 
reflected in the scoreline. We carried 
on with our trend in previous weeks of 
hitting the woodwork three times and 
we missed some sitters. That’s con- 
cerning that we’re not putting away our 


chance. But, it was important to get 
the three points and it sits us nicely at 
this point of time in the year. ” 


Peter Ollerton (Bulleen): “Frankston 
are never an easy side to beat. They 
are a very mobile and physical unit. | 
thought we had a couple of good 
chances in the first half, but failed to 
convert them. | thought it was going to 
be a case of ‘here we go again.’ 
Performance wise it wasn’t our best 
effort but I’m happy we got the three 
points.” 


John Markovski 
“Anavailable for comment” 


(Fawkner): 


Zlatko Vego (Knights): “Our team 
showed the desire that they really 
wanted to win. | was quite happy with 
the game and my teams performance. 
The boys are still learning to play with 
each other and we look forward to a 
couple of big games in the next couple 
of weeks. By then | should have some 
of my injured players back as well. ” 


John Anastasiadis (South Melb): “I 
thought Oakleigh had all the play in 
the first half. Not too sure why that 
was but possibly because we were still 
tired after a hard game against 
Bulleen on Monday night. Taking 
nothing away from Oakleigh though 
they played extremely well. We man- 
aged to step it up a bit in the second 
half and take control. We showed in 
the end we deserved to win because 
we created more clear-cut chances 
and finished strongly.” 


Phil Stubbins (Heidelberg): “Bitterly 
disappointed with the outome of only 
getting one point yet again. We've 
been playing some very good football 
over the last two weeks. But not to 
come out on top after this one with the 
three points is very hard to bear. To 


our credit, we kept going and possibly 
could have had two or possibly three 
goals in the first half. But playing 
against a very good team in Altona 
Magic, the longer the game went on at 
1-0 they kept the pressure on us and 
eventually broke the wall and scored 
in the last minute. Definately not good 
enough in front of goal from our boys.” 


STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS.. 


Bulleen Zebras 1 
Frankston Pines 0 


Reigning champs_ Bulleen 
ebras finally managed to notch 
its first win for season 2005 afte 
beating Frankston Pines at the 
eneto Club on Monday night. 
Steve Martin got the all impor- 
ant goal mid-way through the 
irst half and hoists the Zebras 
off the foot of the table and out 
lof the relegation zone. 
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Vodafone Women's Premier League Wrap 


Ashburton sits atop the opening WVPL 
ladder after the opening round, after a 
heavy defeat of newcomer Eastern 
Lions. Elsewhere there were wins for 
Cranbourne, Brimbank and Keilor, 
whilst it was all square between 
Heidelberg and Eltham. 


Cranbourne Comets reclaimed _ its 
pride with a decisive victory over Box 
Hill Inter in Friday night's Grand Final 
rematch. A dominant first half perform- 
ance saw Cranbourne take a two-goal 
lead into the break, and despite a more 
balanced second half, the Comets 
hung on to take the points. Inter had its 
chance to get back into the game with 
a second half spot kick that was well 
saved, before the Comets also saw a 
penalty of its own saved in an enter- 
taining second period. The Comets will 
next take on South Melbourne, which 
did not play this weekend due to the 
late inclusion of the University of 
Melbourne as a replacement for Port 
Melbourne. Inter faces another tough 
match on Friday night, when it takes on 
table-topper Ashburton. 


A second half goal blitz proved too 
much for Eastern Lions, who went 
down 8-2 against local _ rivals 
Ashburton. The match reached half 
time delicately poised at 3-2, but five 
goals in the second period saw off the 
VWPL newcomers’ and_— gave 
Ashburton Round 1 boasting rights as 
it leads the league ladder on goal dif- 
ference. For the Lions it was a harsh 
awakening to the rigours of Premier 
League life. Eastern Lions hosts fellow 
VWPL first-timers Ballarat and District 
in Round 2, whilst Ashburton travels to 
reigning premier Box Hill Inter. 

Brimbank was the only one of the four 


VWPL debutantes to register points in 
Round 1, with a 2-0 victory at Ballarat 


to the competition, had the advantage 
of a number of players with VWPL 
experience, and that ultimately paid 
off, with fellow league newcomer 
Ballarat unable to use the home 
advantage. Brimbank will look to con- 
tinue its good start to the season  ,~chburton 

against Heidelberg United in its first Keilor Park 

home game on Saturday, with Ballarat Cranbourne Comets 
travelling to Gardiners Reserve to face Brimbank 


Eastern Lions. Heidelberg United 
Heidelberg United and Eltham North Eltham North 
played out the first draw of the season Box Hill Inter 

at Olympic Park on Sunday. There was Ballarat & District 
little to choose between the sides Bendigo Vipers 
when they met last season, so a draw Eastern Lions 
suggests that the teams are again South Melbourne 
even this year. Neither side was able to Uni of Melbourne 
break the deadlock, and the match fin- 
ished goalless. Heidelberg heads to 
Brimbank in search of its first victory, 
with Eltham facing a tough trip to sec- 
ond-placed Keilor Park on Sunday. 


Keilor Park made its VWPL experience 

count in its match against Bendigo 

Vipers, emerging victorious by a two- 

goal margin. The result suggests that 

the Vipers will be competitive in the 

league this season, but Keilor, one of —§ Ashburton 
the strongest VWPL teams in recent — Brimbank 
years, proved too good for the regional Cranbourne Comets 
side, winning 2-0. With current leader —_ Bendigo Vipers 
Ashburton facing a tough match — E\tham North 
against Inter, Keilor will be looking to Keilor Park 
capitalise with a win over Eltham and Heidelberg United 
continue its positive start to the sea- Box Hill Inter 

son. Bendigo is due to face the Ballarat & District 
University of Melbourne, but a date Eastern Lions 

has yet to be scheduled for the match. South Melbourne 


By Niki Cook. Uni of Melbourne 
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Eastern Lions 0 Ashburton 5 
Ballarat & District O Brimbank 5 
Heidelberg United 0 Eltham North 1 
Keilor Park 2 Bendigo Vipers 3 
Box Hill Inter 0 Cranbourne Comets 2 
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2005 Womens Vodafone Premier League Seniors 
Box Hill Inter 0 Cranbourne Comets 2 (R Lamb 2) 
and District. Brimbank, although new _ Eastern Lions 2 (T Saraullo S Kendall) Ashburton 8 (A Gibney 3 S Erenli 2A 
Totsidis 2 A Jackson) 
Ballarat & District 0 Brimbank 2 

Heidelberg United 0 Eltham North 0, 
Keilor Park 2 (K Nicolaci M Camilleri) Bendigo Vipers 0 
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2005 Womens Vodafone Premier League Reserves 
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Back row, left to right: | Chris Driver, Theo Constar 
B 


Front row, left to right: Evan Papadopoulos, Chi 


antionou, Nick Veljovic, Mladen Kustura, Tas Psonis, Vince 
Bontemps 
yhristian Morales, Manny Karas, Igor Khrapko, Marcelo Pena 
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THEN AND Now 


What year 
Australia? 

| was recruited by a scout to come to 
Melbourne in June 1976 and play for 
Prahran Slavia, who are now defunct. 
| was playing for Cambridge United in 
England at the time as a professional 
and took the opportunity up as | was 
coming to the end of my contract. 


did you come to 


Which teams did you play for back 
in the UK? 

| was with one of the Tottenham 
Hotspurs youth teams before | had 
various trials with other clubs - 
Chelsea, West Ham and _ Ipswich 
Town. | ended up as a full professional 
at Cambridge United in 1974 as a sev- 
enteen year-old. 

Ron Atkinson was the manager there 
and | was actually his second signing 
for the club. 


Who did you play for in Australia? 
Oh geez, there’s a long list! 

| came out with Prahran Slavia, played 
for them for about one and half years 
before moving to Essendon Lions, 
who later became Essondon Croatia - 
who are now known as the Melbourne 
Knights. | played for them between 
1978 and 1983. In that time we won 
two State League Championships in 
1978 & 1979, an Ampol Cup in 1980, 
three Dockerty Cups in ‘79, ‘80 and 
‘83, and four State League Cups, 
which was the “Top Four Series” back 
then, in ‘78, ‘79, ‘80 and ‘83. | was 
probably very lucky to play in a very 
good era for the Melbourne Knights. | 
also had some very good times at 
George Cross. | also played for 


WITH CARL GILDER 


Springvale City, Frankston Pines, 
Richmond and the old Polonia. 


What was the highlight of your play- 
ing career? 

There’s probably two main highlights. 
The first was playing against AEK 
Athens for Victoria at Olympic Park 
with approximately 20-22,000 people 
there that day. We beat them 4-0 and | 
scored a goal from about 40 metres 
out. Although Gary Cole did score a 
hat-trick that day and probably took 
some of the limelight off me a little bit! 
The second highlight was playing two 
games against the New York Cosmos 
when they beat us 3-2 in both games. 


Best player you ever played with? 
Geez, there’s been a few, it’s hard to 
put it into a category, but, I’d probably 
say Kevin Beattie when | was at 
Ipswich Town as a trialist. He was a 
strong, strong boy. 


Best Aussie player you’ve played 
with? 

Very hard to single out anybody in par- 
ticular, but probably Johnny Gardiner 
or Tommy Cumming. There was a lot 
of good players in that era. 
Which clubs have you _ been 
involved in coaching so far? 

| coached at little bit at Northcote City 
as a player-coach. I've also been an 
assistant coach to Andy O’Dell at 
Richmond and | coached a junior side 
at Caulfield United. 


Advice to youngsters? 


You have to be dedicated. Your heart 
has to be totally in it and obviously you 
have to have the ability. 

Keep perservering and don’t give up. If 
you get knocked back early in your 
career go the distance and believe in 
your ability. Exhaust your avenues 
until you know if it’s a “Yes” or “No.” 


Biggest influence on career? 

| would say Johnny Gardiner was 
slightly advanced in tactics and put 
good thought into it. He knew what 
every player was capable of and 
played to our strengths. 


What are you doing with yourself/ 
these days? 

Well, | still like to go watch games. I’m 
bit more of a spectator these days and 
I’m very interested to see how every- Above: Carl 
thing’s going to go with the new A- today. 
League. 


Any suggestions how the Victorian Right: Carl in 
Premier League can be improved? his hey-day 
With the league becoming stronger 

and the crowds getting bigger, the Below: Official 
clubs and the councils need to get programme 
together to consider introducing better 
facilities for the comfort of spectators. 


VICTORIAN SOCCER FEDERATION 


The seating at the Veneto Club in INTERNATIONAL 
Bulleen is a perfect example of what s 
each club in the Premier League SOCCER 


yr) 


should have as a minimum require- 
ment in order to provide half decent 
seating for fans who go along to these 
games. 


OFFICIAL MATCH PROGRAMME 


VICTORIA 
AEK (Greece) 


OLYMPIC PARK — MELBOURNE 
SUNDAY, 12th AUGUST, 1979 


Kick of 3.00 p.m. 
PRICE $1.00 


service,including videos, photos 
and match details. 


Bruno Zovko vs Nick Tolios 


At the age of 23, Nick Tolios is a bit 
of a journeyman. From humble 
beginnings as a Caufield/Kingston 
City junior, Tolios made his NSL 
debut for Carlton at the tender age 
of 16. Being a talented youngster, 
he left in search of the European 
dream; an odyssey taking him to 
Greece, England, Wales, Ireland, 
Scotland & finally Finland, which 
turned out to be the most auspi- 
cious (FC Jokerit), where the round 
ball is played on astro turf. 


Competition runs through Tolios' 
blood; his friends inform me that his 
white line fever extends to many 
aspects of his life including when he 
plays table tennis, golf and even 
Sony Playstation. Off the pitch this 
mild mannered defender unwinds to 
R'n'B music, and regularly raids his 
mums' cooking. When he's not fol- 
lowing Zidane, Man. U. and AC 
Milan, he studies Programming at 
Holmeglen College, admires BMWs 
and spends time with his girlfriend 
(sorry ladies). 


We caught up with Nick (aka Toli) 
after Friday night's blockbuster 
against South Melbourne. 


What are your thoughts on the 
emotional game tonight? 

"25 years [Oakleigh] have been 
waiting to play against South 
Melbourne and [challenge the No.1 
Greek backed side]...the boys were 
upset, the committee was upset... 
they did their homework and they 
came away with the 3 points...I'm 
disappointed ...| was pretty gutted 
tonight. Everyone's pretty gutted" 
What did Mike say to the group after 
the game? 

"We worked hard, that's how foot- 
ball is, you miss your chances and it 
comes back to bite ya,... the effort 
was there..." 

Was this game as emotional as 
last weeks Heidelberg game? 
"This was probably more [emotion- 
al]... we've got a few ex-South play- 
ers here...[South Melbourne also 
being the pinnacle of Greek backed 
clubs in Australia]..." 

‘Let's divert from tonights clash and 
talk about your coaching role at 
Kingston City U/14 Super league 
side. 

Are you enjoying that? 

"Love it mate, | coached them last 
year in the U/13 my first year, this 
year will be my second year." 

How different are you from your pre- 
vious junior coaches? 

"Maybe because I'm younger the 
boys can relate to me a little bit bet- 
ter" 


We talked about the Old NSL where 
Toli fondly remembers playing full 
time at South under Mickey P & 
Eddie K. We also talked about 
Eddie Krncevic's famous green 
jacket. We agreed that the tired 
NSL was slipping in standard in its 
final years. Toli rates the current 
VPL standard as being not too far 
behind the final year of the now 
defunct NSL. He spoke about his 
knee injuries, a two week trial with 
Aston Villa reserves just after turn- 
ing 18, his not having a work permit 
and his ventures to Greece looking 
for a European passport. Toli found 
himself 48 hours from signing a 
contract with AEK Athens (papers in 
Melbourne) and rejected another 
trial with Villa at Crystal Palace 


(assuming that he is going to sign 
for AEK), but unfortunately for Toli 
the AEK coach gets the sack. Toli 
landed a contract with Greek first 
division team, Ethnikos a few days 
before the close of the transfer mar- 
ket. He struck up a good friendship 
with fellow team mate Joe Bacak 
(former Melbourne Knight, Olympic, 
Vitess, South, & Saints player) & 
acted as a translator for Joe, two 
Moroccans, and any other non 
speaking Greek team mates. Toli 
came back to South on loan at first, 
and stayed awhile. 


After only a few years back at 
South, Toli got itchy feet and head- 
ed back to Europe. He visited an old 
team mate, Patrick Kisnorbo 
(Hearts) in Scotland, and under- 
went trials for Falkirk in Scotland 
and Cork of Ireland. Toli then found 
himself in Finland (FC Jokerit) 
where the astro turf surface used by 
FC Jokerit was not compatible with 
his knees, nor the 4 hours of dark- 
ness during summer (as a good rest 
is integral to play a good game). 
Apparently the hours of darkness in 
Finland lead to people sun tanning 
at 3 am. Then Toli was back on the 
move again, having trials with Bury 
and playing a few games with 
Swansea City. Toli flew back to 
South and is currently playing at 
Oakleigh in the VPL. 


When | informed Toli that FC Jokerit 
folded early 2004, he's surprised. 
"Lucky | left" Toli says. We reflected 
on his career though he sums it up 
best; "I've done the rounds mate, | 
had my time (although Toli is only 
23). | was upset, it was hard. You 
[trail] a few times, and things really 
[didn't]Jcome off. Yeah, | sometimes 
think, ‘what if?’ but you learn from 
your mistakes and luck plays a big 
role in a lot of things." 


Where now for the young Toli at 
23? Are you going to write for the 
Lonely Planet because you've been 
everywhere? 

"| should get a job at Getaway 
(chuckle) | was at a stage where | 
was a bit over soccer and my last 
year at South wasn't the best either. 
| didn't leave on the best of terms, 
but then not many boys do". 

| told him that nobody really leaves 
any club on good terms, it's like say- 
ing that you had a good divorce. 


Toli promotes education, and 
endorses hard work before leaving 
for overseas. And Toli knows better 
than anyone that luck plays a huge 
part and not to expect anything. He 
admires his good friend, Patrick 
Kisnorbo because Kisnorbo has 
worked harder than anybody else. 
Kisnorbo took his chance when 
Liparotti was injured at South and 
hasn't looked back since although 
he's had setbacks with passing of 
his dad. However, Kisnorbo has 
overcome it all. 


Tolios has wisdom beyond his 
years. And he shouldn't sell himself 
short. He's a talented player who's 
had a few rough knocks but | fore- 
see success in what endeavour he 
undertakes. 
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BOO’S WORLD 


A Satirical Look at the World of Football 
According to Mark Boric 


Before you start reading, please pause 
for a moment. Look around and find 
someone standing nearby. Go up to them 
and place this paper on the other side of 
their head and then try reading this col- 
umn. This should give you the authentic 
Oakleigh v South Melbourne experience. 
If you get someone to release a few 
flares, that is. 


Obviously the Oakleigh officials heed- 
ed my call from last week, cutting down 
the tree on the north-west corner and 
making room for another hundred or so 
patrons. The best seat in the house was 
in the cherry-picker occupied by the 
Channel 31 crew, but even they weren't 
satisfied it could hold both a commenta- 
tor and cameraman. Bit fussy | thought, 
as given the opportunity | reckon at least 
a dozen fans would have had a crack at 
squeezing into it. 


I'm sure Michael Lynch would have 
enjoyed the flares, but | preferred the fire- 
works and skyrockets. Whilst it was diffi- 
cult to find a good vantage spot, it was 
good to see the club make some initia- 
tives like a few extra ticket booths and 
drinks tents to cater for the big crowd, but 
I'm guessing there are probably still a few 
blokes standing at Jack Edwards 
Reserve awaiting their souvlakis. It was 
also good to see a lot of the crowd arrive 
early, with at least 1500 in attendance at 
the start of the second half of the reserve 
game, which featured a cracking final 


SOCCER 
NOTICEBOARD 


Darebin Womens Sports Club 
seeking Div 1 Coach and players 
or Div 1 and 3. All interested 
emale soccer player please call 
Linda on 0414 346 394. New and 
experienced players welcomed. 


Melbourne Knights Junior Socce 
Club seeks players for U9, U10, 
U12. There are still few positions 
available in first or second team. 
For further information please call 
Joseph on 0411 20 20 33. 


Goalkeeper Juan Pablo Vergara is 
seeking a club while he lives in 
Victoria. Juan, originally from 
Chile, is an experienced 
Goalkeeper and would like to con- 
tinue playing during his stay in 
Australia. All interested parties 
may contact Juan Pablo on 0413 
653 433. 


Bundoora JSC is looking for a 
dedicated coach who will take a 
leadership role in the club's 
GoalKick program. The program is 
held on Saturday mornings. If you 
are interested please contact 
Loukas on 0423 023 435. 


goal from a young Oakleigh lad. 


Elsewhere Heidelberg United conced- 
ed a late equaliser for the second week in 
a row, and Fawkner-Whittlesea returned 
to their losing ways after getting a first 
win against Melbourne Knights last 
Monday. Preston Lions shook off the 
draw specialists and Inter Milan of the 
VPL tags by defeating St Albans 2-0. This 
leaves the Fawkner-Whittlesea, 
Bentleigh Greens and St Albans gaffers 
as most under threat of joining a queue at 
Centrelink. Oh, and the Preston coach 
doesn't seem to have the support of 
some of the fans if you go by the banners 
they made. 


Melbourne Victory are up and training. 
Fairly good media coverage of the first 
day, so | was a little suprised to see they 
failed to fully exploit this by sporting some 
pretty bland training gear. No big spon- 
sors name on the kit, or even a sign of 
any club emblem. 


State and Provisional League fixtures 
are out. The First Division kicks off on 
April Fool's day. 


The headlines should write themselves 
that week. 


Didn't get any freebies out of last 
week's column, but | will hold off on the 
threatened madness for another week. 
You have been warned. 


FOOTBALL QUIZ 


1) What are the colours of Springvale City? 


2) Which two teams hail from the seaside city of 
Frankston? 


3) Can you name the Victorian coach of the Young 
Soccerooos? 


4) Is a goalkeeper allowed to take a penalty kick? 
5) Which professional team from China recently 
played a Victorian State team as part of a sister 


cities 25th Anniversary representative match? 


6) Can you name the trophy they played for and 
the final score? 


7) Who was the coach of the Socceroos when it 
qualified for its first and only World Cup appear- 
ance in Germany 1974? 

8) Altona Magic and State League Division One 


side Altona East Phoenix play their home games 
at which venue? 


9) Name the major sponsor of the A-League? 


10) Who is the CEO of the Football Federation of 
Australia? 


Answers on page 14 


Got 
SOMETHING TO SAY? 


GET YOUR 
MESSAGE ACROSS WITH 
GoAL! WEEKLY. 


COMPETITIVE 
ADVERTISING RATES NOW 
AVAILABLE. 


ENQUIRIES 9645 1440. 
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ENGLISH FA CUP 
Fifth Round 
Date: 01-03-05 

Qantas Socceroos Lucas Neill 
and Brett Emerton both played full games, 
as Blackburn Rovers won 2-1 at home 
against Burnley. For Burnley, Ryan 
Townsend was not in the squad. 


ENGLISH PREMIERSHIP 
Date: 06-03-05 

Qantas Socceroo Stan Lazaridis 
came on in the 37th minute, as 
Birmingham City lost 2-0 away at West 
Brom. 

Qantas Socceroo Tim Cahill 
played a full game and received a yellow 
card, as Everton lost 1-0 at home against 
Blackburn Rovers. For Blackburn, Qantas 
Socceroo Lucas Neill played a full game, 
while fellow Qantas Socceroo Brett 
Emerton (calf) was not in the squad. 
Date: 05-03-05 

Qantas Socceroos Mark 
Schwarzer (gk) (knee injury) and Mark 
Viduka (hamstring) were not included in 
the Middlesbrough squad that lost 2-0 
away at Aston Villa. 

Qantas Socceroo Tony Popovic 
was again not in the Crystal Palace squad 
that drew 0-0 at home against Manchester 
United. 


COCA-COLA CHAMPIONSHIP 
Date: 06-03-02 

Qantas Socceroo Kevin Muscat 
(Achilles) was not in the Millwall squad that 
drew 1-1 at home with Leeds United. 
Date: 05-03-05 

Paul Reid played a full game, as 
Brighton & Hove Albion lost 2-0 away at 
Stoke City. 

John Filan (gk) played a full 
game, as Wigan Athletic won 1-0 at home 
against Ipswich Town. 

Qantas Young Socceroo Trent 
McClenahan was not in the West Ham 
squad that lost 2-1 at home against 
Preston. 

Qantas Socceroo Danny Tiatto 
played a full game, as Leicester City lost 
1-0 at home against Nottingham Forest. 

Qantas Socceroo Tony Vidmar 
remained on the bench, as Cardiff City 
won 1-0 at home against Sheffield United. 


COCA-COLA LEAGUE ONE 
Date: 05-03-05 

Paul Henderson (gk) played a full 
game, as Bradford City won 2-0 at home 
against Huddersfield. 

Chris Coyne was not in the Luton 
squad that won 5-0 at home against Bristol 
City. For Bristol, Qantas Socceroo Luke 
Wilkshire played a full game. 

Qantas Young Socceroo Aaron 
Downes remained on the bench, while 
Jamie McMaster played a full game, as 
Chesterfield drew 2-2 away at Torquay. 

Danny Allsopp (bruised ribs) was 
not in the Hull City squad that won 3-1 
away at Tranmere. 

Richard Garcia (groin & hip) was 
not in the Colcehster squad that lost 1-0 at 
home against Brentford. 

Qantas Under 23 Brad Jones (gk) 
(shoulder) was not in the squad Blackpool 
squad that won 2-0 at home against 
Walsall. 

Les Pogliacomi (gk) played a full 
game, as Oldham Athletic won 3-0 at 
home against Port Vale. 

Gareth Edds played a full game 
and scored in the 59th minute, while Nick 
Rizzo remained on the bench, as Milton 
Keynes Dons won 2-1 at home against 
Stockport County. For Stockport, Mark 
Robertson played a full game. 

Joel Porter played a full game 
and scored in the 31st and 84th minutes, 
as Hartlepool lost 6-4 at home against 
Wrexham. 

Shane Huke remained on the 
bench, as Peterborough United lost 3-1 at 
home against Barnsley. For Barsnley, 
Jacob Burns played a full game. 


USSIES ABROAD 


COCA-COLA LEAGUE TWO 
Date: 05-03-05 

Frank Talia (gk) played a full 
game, as Wycombe Wanderers won 3-2 
away at Lincoln City. 

Adrian Webster (hamstring) was 
not in the Darlington squad that won 1-0 at 
home against Boston United. 

Scott Guyett (knee) was not in 
the Yeovil Town squad that won 1-0 at 
home against Leyton Orient. 

Predrag Bojic played a full game, 
as Northampton won 1-0 at home against 
Macclesfield. 

Date: 01-03-05 

Predrag Bojic came on in the 71st 
minute, as Northampton drew 1-1 at home 
against Yeovil. For Yeovil, Scott Guyett 
(knee) was not in the squad. 


NATIONWIDE CONFERENCE 
Date: 05-03-05 

Jon Brady played a full game and 
scored in the 90th minute, as Stevenage 
won 2-1 at home against Carlisle. 

Adrian Caceres was replaced in 
the 88th minute, as Aldershot won 3-1 at 
home against Farnborough. 

Date: 01-03-05 

Jon Brady came on at half time, 
as Stevenage lost 1-0 at home against 
Morecombe. 

Adrian Caceres was replaced in 
the 61st minute, as Aldershot won 2-1 at 
home against Exeter. 


SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE 
Date: 05-03-05 

Danny Invincibile played a full 
game, as Kilmarnock lost 1-0 at home 
against Aberdeen. 

Scott McDonald was replaced in 
the 80th minute, but not before scoring in 
the 47th minute, as Motherwell won 2-0 at 
home against Dundee United. 

Patrick Kisnorbo (knee) was not 
in the Hearts squad that drew 1-1 away at 
Dunfermline. 

Date: 02-03-05 

Danny Invincibile came on in the 
63rd minute, as Kilmarnock lost 3-1 away 
at Livingston. 

Scott McDonald played a full 
game, as Motherwell drew 0-0 away at 
Dunfermline. 

Patrick Kisnorbo (knee) was not 
in the Hearts squad that lost 2-1 at home 
against Rangers. 


SCOTTISH DIVISION ONE 
Date: 05-03-05 

Daniel McBreen was replaced in 
the 78th minute, but not before scoring in 
the 17th minute, as Falkirk won 2-1 at 
home against Partick Thistle. For Partick, 
Qantas Socceroo Adrian Madaschi was 
replaced at half time. 

Stuart Lovell was replaced in the 
82nd minute, as Queen of South drew 0-0 
at home with Airdrie United. 

Scott Tunbridge (knee) was not in 
the Hamilton Academical squad that won 
2-0 away at St Johnstone. 

Date: 02-03-05 

Stuart Lovell played a full game, 
as Queen of South lost 1-0 at home 
against Clyde. 


SCOTTISH DIVISION TWO 
Date: 05-03-05 

John Maisano was replaced in 
the 74th minute, as Morton won 1-0 away 
at Arbroath. 


AUSTRIA RESULTS 
Date: 05-03-05 

Ned Zelic played a full game, as 
FC Wacker Tirol drew 1-1 at home with 
Liebherr GAK. 
DUTCH AMSTEL CUP 
Quarter Finals 
Date: 02-03-05 

Peter Zois (gk) remained on the 
bench, as Willem I] won 3-0 at home 
against FC Den Bosch. 


DUTCH EREDIVISIE 


Date: 06-03-05 
Qantas Socceroo Jason Culina 
played a full game, as Twente Enschede 
won 2-1 away at Roda JC. 
Date: 05-03-05 

Peter Zois (gk) remained on the 
bench, as Willem II Tilburg lost 2-0 away at 
Vitesse Arnhem. 


GERMAN CUP 
Quarter Finals 
Date: 01-03-05 
Frank Juric (gk) did not play, as 
Hannover 96 lost 3-1 away at Schalke 04. 


GERMAN BUNDESLIGA 
Date: 05-03-05 

Frank Juric (gk) remained on the 
bench, as Hannover 96 lost 1-0 at home 
against Hansa Rostock. 

Christoph Teinert was not in the 
FSV Mainz 05 squad that won 5-0 at home 
against SC Freiburg. 

Qantas Socceroo Craig Moore 
played a full game, as Borussia 
Monchengladbach won 1-0 at home 
against VfL Wolfsburg. 


GERMAN BUNDESLIGA 2 
Date: 04-03-05 
Joshua Kennedy played a full 
game, as FC Dynamo Dresden won 2-0 at 
home against TSV Alemannia Aachen. 
Qantas Socceroo Paul Agostino 
played a full game and scored in the 58th 
minute, as 1860 Munich won 3-0 away at 
SV Wacker Burghausen. 


GREEK DIVISION ONE 
Date: 06-03-05 

Kyriakos Tohourglou (gk) played 
a full game, as PAOK Saloniki drew 1-1 at 
home with Olympiakos. 


ITALIAN SERIE A 
Date: 06-03-05 

Qantas Socceroo Marco 
Bresciano played a full game, while 
Qantas Socceroo Vince Grella came on in 
the 64th minute, as Parma won 3-2 at 
home against Cagliari. 


ITALIAN SERIE B 
Date: 06-03-05 

Qantas Socceroo Zeljko Kalac 
(gk) remained on the bench, as Perugia 
drew 0-0 at home with Modena. 

Jess Vanstrattan (gk) remained 
on the bench, as Verona drew 1-1 away at 
Catania. 

Qantas Socceroo Max Vieri was 
replaced in the 69th minute, as Ternana 
lost 3-1 away at Triestina. 


MALTESE PREMIER LEAGUE 
Date: 06-03-05 

Michael Xuereb (gk) remained on 
the bench, as Hibernians won 3-1 away at 
Marsaxlokk FC. 


SPANISH PRIMERA LIGA 
Date: 05-03-05 

Qantas Socceroo John Aloisi was 
replaced in the 55th minute, as Osasuna 
lost 1-0 at home against Barcelona. 
Date: 01-03-05 

Qantas Socceroo John Aloisi was 
replaced in the 81st minute, as Osasuna 
drew 1-1 away at Albacete. 


SPANISH SEGUNDA DIVISION 
Date: 06-03-05 

Jose Bello Amigo (gk) played a 
full game and received a yellow card, as 
Racing Ferrol lost 1-0 away at Murcia. 


SWISS NATIONALIGA 
Date: 06-03-05 

Ljubo Milicevic did not see action 
again on the weekend after its game 
against St Gallen was postponed due to 
terrible weather that Europe is experienc- 
ing. 

Joel Griffiths was replaced in the 
75th minute, as Neuchatel Xamax drew 0- 
0 away at Zurich. 

Qantas Socceroo Scott 


Chipperfield was sent off in the 51st 
minute, while fellow Qantas Socceroo Mile 
Sterjovski (injured) was not in the FC Basel 
squad that won 4-1 at home against 
Grasshoppers. 


TURKISH CUP 
Quarter-Finals 
Date: 02-03-05 

Jason Petkovic (gk) did not play, 
as Konyaspor drew 1-1 away with Denizli. 
Konyaspor lost the penalty shootout 5-4 to 
bow out of the competition. 

Michael Petkovic (gk) played a 
full game, as Trabzonspor won 3-0 at 
home against Gaziantepspor. Trabzonspor 
advance to the semi finals and a meeting 
with Galatasaray. 


TURKISH SUPER LEAGUE 
Date: 06-03-05 
Date: 05-03-05 


TRANSFERS ... TRIALS ... TIDBITS ... 


Jamie McMaster is again on the 
move, this time getting a loan spell with 
League One side Chesterfield, with the 
view of a permanent move if he does well 


TOP AUSSIE GOALSCORERS AROUND 
THE GLOBE 

1. Joel PORTER Hartlepool (England) 12 
2. Jason CULINA FC Twente Enschede 
(Netherlands) 11 

3. Scott MCDONALD Motherwell 
(Scotland) 11 

4. Daniel MCBREEN Falkirk (Scotland)10 
5. Luke WILKSHIRE Bristol City 
(England) 9 

6. Danny INVINCIBILE Kilmarnock 
(Scotland) 8 

7. Archie THOMPSON Lierse (Belgium) 8 
8. Danny ALLSOPP Hull City (England) 7 
9. Tim CAHILL Everton (England) 7 

10. Mark VIDUKA Middlesbrough 
(England) 7 

11. Richard GARCIA Colchester 
(England) 6 

12. Joshua KENNEDY Dynamo Dresden 
(Germany) 6 

13. Paul AGOSTINO 1860 Munich 
(Germany) 5 

14. John ALOISI Osasuna (Spain) 4 

15. Adrian CACERES Yeovil Town 
(England) 4 

16. Scott CHIPPERFIELD FC Basel 
(Switzerland) 4 

17. Chris COYNE Luton Town (England) 4 
18. Brett EMERTON Blackburn Rovers 
(England) 4 

19. Scott TUNBRIDGE Hamilton 
Academicals (Scotland) 4 

20. Max VIERI Ternana (Italy) 4 


Compiled by Thomas Bates & David 
Cooper of the FFA. 


SUPPORT 
GRASS ROOTS 
SOCCER 
BY ADVERTISING IN 
GOAL! WEEKLY. 


COMPETITIVE 
RATES AVAILABLE 


ALL ENQUIRIES 
PLEASE CALL 
(03)9645 1440 


European Round-Up 


England: With this week's game against Bayern 
Munich in sight Wenger chose a young Arsenal team 
to face Portsmouth. Henry proved he did not need an 
established team of players beside him as he took his 
tally for the campaign to 26, with a hat trick in the 3 - 0 
win. 


With Milan in mind, Alex Ferguson also chose to rest 
several key players for Manchester United's visit to 
Crystal Palace at Selhurst Park. After 63 minutes 
Vassilis Lakis was sent off for two bookable offences, 
but a lacklustre United failed to carve out a winner and 
the ten-man Palace put a dent in United's title hopes 
as they bravely held out for a crucial point. 


With a late kick-off, Mourinho opted not to inform his 
Chelsea players about Man Utd's slip up at Palace. He 
had also learnt from his own mistake at Newcastle two 
weeks prior and decided to field a strong team against 
a struggling Norwich. This was Chelsea's first 
Premiership game in three weeks, but they failed in 
their attempt for an 11th successive clean sheet, when 
Leon McKenzie equalised after Joe Cole's opener. 
Mateja Kezman and Ricardo Carvalho completed the 
3 - 1 victory. 


Turkey: Fenerbahce have maintained their chance of 
regaining their title with a 0-2 away to Malatyaspor, 
while Galatasaray clinched their disputed derby 
against Besiktas. 


Hakan Sikir’s 54th-minute effort handed Galatasaray 
a vital win as the Turkish giants maintain the pace at 
the top of the table with a disputed derby win over local 
arch-rivals and currently 4th-placed Besiktas. 


Title contenders Trabzonspor were left stunned on the 
day, as they endured a 3-2 defeat away to 8th 
Gaziantepspor, Agcay scoring the winner for the hosts 
with only 4 minutes to go. 


But league leaders Fenerbahce did not slip up as 
Nicolas Anelka and his team mates were traveling to 
mid-table Malatyaspor. The former Manchester City 
striker broke the home side’s deadlock in the 79th 
minute, and in-form Nobre added his side’s second in 
the dying minutes of the game to hand the Turkish 
league leaders three deserved points. 


In the table, Fenerbahge remain top with 59 points, 
while Galatasaray follow with 54. Trabzonspor are still 
third with 52 points and a massive 11-point safety 
cushion over 4th Besiktas. 


France: de Marseille have failed to close the gap on 
Lyon last night, following their 2-0 defeat away to Les 
Verts of Saint-Etienne 


Lyon having been defeated on Friday night, last night’s 
game at Geoffroy Guichard was the perfect opportuni- 
ty for OM to close the gap at the top of the table, but 
Troussier and his men did not take their chance as 
they were defeated 2-0 by a much more fresher St 
Etienne side on the night. 


In the table, Lyon remain top with 56 points, with 
Marseille trailing by 8 lengths. Saint-Etienne go to 
ninth seat with 37 points and still have a home game 
in hand against Ajaccio to be played. 


Port Melbourne 


Altona East 


Spain: Football in Barcelona is experiencing a good 
season, as Espanyol are currently 'best of the rest’, fol- 
lowing a win over Levante. Villarreal and Betis both 
dropped points in their matches on Sunday. 


In Barcelona, Espanyol climbed to the third position 
with a win over Levante. The Valencian visitors opened 
the score through Garcia in the 24th minute but 
Amavisca levelled only five minutes later. The decisive 
goal, for 2-1, came from Maxi in the 65th minute. 


Germany: - The two fixtures in the Bundesliga on 
Sunday, both ended with draws. Hertha BSC dropped 
two points against Kaiserslautern, while Dortmund 
were held by Nurnberg. 


In the capital city, Berlin, Hertha BSC conceded a goal 
from Kaiserslautern's Mettomo in the 50th minute, but 
the hosts did limit the damage as Madlung levelled 
with five minutes left to play, 1-1. 


The match between Nurnberg and Borussia Dortmund 
had a hectic final phase. For Borussia, Worns had 
opened the score in the 62nd minute, and Mintal 
equalized in the 76th. 


Ten minutes later, Cantaluppi caused a penalty and 
received a second yellow card, and the Czech Rosicky 
converted the spotkick to put Dortmund in the lead. 
However, after another three minutes, Nurnberg were 
given a penalty kick as well, which was taken advan- 
tage of by Vittek for 2-2. 


Italy: Both Sampdoria and Internazionale achieved 
wins in the Serie Aon Sunday, with Chievo Verona and 
Lecce as victims. 


Sampdoria were close to conceding a goal from 
Chievo Verona in the 56th minute, but D'Anna failed to 
convert a penalt kick. In the 80th, Chievo lost a player 
as Mensah was sent for an early shower, and 
Garbarroni broke the deadlock in Samp's favour one 
minute later, 1-0. 


Internazionale seemed to be heading for their 16th 
draw this season, as Cordoba had cancelled out a goal 
from Lecce's Pinardi in the first half, but the Brazilian 
Adriano saved the day for the Nerazzurri, scoring for 2- 
1 in the 89th minute. 


Parma could have imagined a better start against 
Cagliari, as Bonera scored an own goal in the 4th 
minute. However, Gilardino and Bovo soon turned 
things around in favour of Parma, who did have to sur- 
vive the last 25 minutes with ten players, as goalkeep- 
er Frey was sent off. In stoppage time, Cagliari took 
advantage and equalized, but the hosts restored their 
lead with a strike from Simplicio for 3-2. 


Scotland: Celtic managed to close the gap between 
themselves and Old Firm rivals Rangers at the top of 
the SPL. The Bhoys have two games in hand over 
Rangers, meaning they could go two points ahead, 
should they win both matches. 


Barry Ferguson put the Gers 1-0 up in the second half, 
only for Caledonian Thistle to spoil their party and 
equalise in injury time forcing a 1-1 draw at Ibrox. 


SEMI-FINAL ACTION FROM 
CRAZY JOHN’S PRE SEASON 
TROPHY 


Northcote City 


Stonnington City 


Photos: 
Therese Duffy 
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National News 


QANTAS JOEYS 
WIN FINAL MATCH 
ON TOUR OF CHILE 


Wednesday 2 March 2005 


Colo Colo U/17 1 (Goal 51’) 
Australia U/17 2 (David Williams 13, Wade 
Oostendorp 43') 


The Australian Under 17 team (Qantas 
Joeys) have ended their tour of Chile with a 
2-1 victory over top Chilean club side Colo 
Colo in Santiago, last Wednesday. 


Despite illness affecting many of the squad the 
team still managed a good performance and led 
2-0 at half time, with goals from Queenslander 
David Williams and Sydney FC’s Wade 
Oostendorp, before restricting the home side to 
one goal in the second half as the effects of the 
bug started to hit the players. 


Coach Ange Postecoglou had to do without four 
players for this match with Brendan Maroney 
and Blake Charity ill, while Leigh Broxham and 
Matt Mullen were ruled out with minor injuries. 


Australia got off to a flying start after 13 minutes 
when Tayfun Buyukkopru won the ball in middle 
of the park and quickly released Williams, who 
worked his way into the penalty box and fin- 
ished strongly for his third goal of the tour. 


Williams almost had a second three minutes 
later, when Buyukkopru and Scott Gannon com- 
bined to win possession with Gannon again put- 
ting Williams through on goal, but this time his 
shot was inches over the bar. 


Asecond goal duly came however just two min- 
utes before the break, when Buyukkopru played 
a free kick into the penalty box, which was 
spilled by the Colo Colo keeper and 
Oostendorp was on hand to slot home from 
close range. 


Colo Colo pulled a goal back from a free kick 
soon after the break and with the effects of the 
virus taking its toll on the players; the Joeys 
were forced to defend the lead, which they 
managed to do. 


The win gave them a record of two wins, two 
draws and one loss and for Postecoglou was a 
valuable exercise in preparation for the OFC 
Under 17 Championships which begin next 


FIFA Under 20 World Cup Draw 


Draw for the U-20 World Cup, which is 
to be held in the Netherlands. 


Group A 
Netherlands 
Japan 
Benin 
Australia 


Group B 
Turkey 
China 
Ukraine 
Panama 


Group C 
Spain 
Morocco 
Honduras 
Chile 


Group D 
Argentina 
USA 
Germany 


Egypt 


Group E 
Colombia 
Italy 
Syria 
Canada 


Group F 
Brazil 
Nigeria 
South Korea 
Switzerland 


month in New Caledonia. 


“It was a good way to finish the tour,” 
Postecoglou said from Chile. “They were very 
impressive in fairly difficult circumstances, as a 
bug has gone through the whole camp. 


“The team improved with every match and was 
a very good learning experience for the boys. 
Playing South American teams is always a 
good challenge and to come away with two 
wins, two draws and a loss is an excellent 
return.” 


Australian Line-up: Elliott Jones; Jamie 
Cumming, Matt Dobbin, Wade Oostendorp, 
Matt Spiranovic, Tayfun Buyukkopru (lan 
Graham 70'), Scott Gannon, Morgan Zeeno 
(Daniel Visevic 31’), Joel Allwright (Robbie 
Kruse 73’), David Williams (Matt Dimech 82’), 
David D'Apuzzo 


Sub Not Used: Shannon Lancini (gk) 
Unavailable: Leigh Broxham & Matt Mullen 
(both injured), Blake Charity & Brendan 
Maroney (both ill) 


Cautions: Williams 69’, D'Apuzzo 77' 


Full match schedule and 
results for the tour: 


Qantas Joeys v Palestino U/17’s 
Thursday 17 February, 69m 

La Cistena Stadium 

Won 2-0 (R Kruse 28’, D Visevic 47’) 


Qantas Joeys v Chile U/17’s 
Sunday 20 February, 4pm 

San Carlos de Apoquindo Stadium 
Lost 0-3 


Qantas Joeys v Universidad Catolica 
Wednesday 23 February, 69m 

San Carlos de Apoquindo Stadium 

Drew 2-2 (L Broxham 18', D Williams 79') 


Qantas Joeys v Chile U/17’s 

Saturday 26 February, 7pm 

Monumental Stadium 

Draw 3-3 (Jamie Cumming 28', Daniel Visevic 
37', David Williams 57') 


Qantas Joeys v Colo Colo U/17’s 

Tuesday 1 March, 5pm 

Monumental Stadium 

Won 2-1 (David Williams 13’, Wade Oostendorp 
43’) 


TERRACE TALK 


We take this opportunity to 
applaud you on your efforts so 
far with the soccer newspaper 
which is NEEDED. Keep up the 
good work. 


Brian, Waverley 


Thumbs up go to the cigarette 
companies for charging us even 
more now to get a pack of cig- 
gies. My winnie blues are now 
almost ten bucks. Outraged!!! 


Boris, Port Melbourne 


| know the FFA are trying them- 
selves from the old NSL days 
but it just doesn’t make sense 
that Melbourne Victory won’t be 
using a perfectly good ground in 
Bob Jane Stadium. 


Bruno, Newport 


Hi Guys. I’m from the country 
and am wondering if the paper 
will be sent out to the country 
centres in the future. 


Neville, Creswick 
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WORLD FOOTBALL 


English Premier League 


Southampton - Tottenham 1 -0 
Norwich - Chelsea - 3 
Newcastle - Liverpool 1 -0 
Fulham - CharltonO -0 
Crystal Palace - Manchester U0 -0 
Aston Villa - Middlesbrough 2 - 0 
Arsenal - Portsmouth 3 -0 
West Bromwich - Birmingham 2 -0 
Everton - Blackburn0O - 1 


PWDL FA Pts 


1. Chelsea 282251 53-9 71 

2. Manchester U 291892 47-17 63 
3. Arsenal 291874 67-32 61 
4. Everton 291568 34-30 51 
5. Liverpool 2813411 41-30 43 
6. Middlesbrough 291199 43-39 42 
7. Bolton 2811710 36-34 40 
8. Charlton 2811710 32-38 40 
9. Tottenham 2811611 35-31 39 
10. Aston Villa 2910811 34-37 38 


289109 40-44 37 
289910 34-31 36 
298813 31-37 32 
2871011 25-36 31 
288614 33-46 30 
298615 31-45 30 
17. CrystalPalace 296815 32-45 26 
18. Southampton 2941213 30-44 24 
19. West Bromwich 2831213 25-49 21 
20. Norwich 2931115 29-58 20 


11. Newcastle 

12. Manchester C 
13. Birmingham 
14. Blackburn 

15. Fulham 

16. Portsmouth 


English Championship 


Burnley - Sunderland0O - 2 
Cardiff - Sheffield U1 -0 
Crewe - Wolverhampton 1 - 4 
Derby - Plymouth1 -0 
Leicester - NottinghamO - 1 
Queens PR - Reading O -0 
Rotherham - Gillingham 1 -3 
Stoke - Brighton2 -0 
Watford - Coventry 2 -3 
West Ham - Preston1 -2 
Wigan - Ipswich1 -0 
Millwall - Leeds 1 - 1 


PWD L FA Pts 


1. Wigan 362097 63-27 69 
2. Sunderland 362169 57-33 69 
3. Ipswich 361998 62-44 66 
4. Derby 3717911 56-47 60 
5. Preston 3617811 50-47 59 
6. Reading 36141210 40-33 54 
7. West Ham 3516613 49-43 54 
8. Millwall 3614913 37-32 51 
9. Leeds 37131212 43-41 51 
10. Stoke 3514912 25-24 51 
11. Sheffield U 3414911 40-43 51 


12. Queens PR 3514714 43-45 49 
13. Wolverhampton 36101610 53-49 46 


14. Burnley 34111211 27-29 45 
15. Watford 35101411 44-42 44 
16. Brighton 3612816 30-45 44 
17. Crewe 35111014 55-63 43 
18. Leicester 3491411 35-34 41 
19. Plymouth 3611817 40-49 41 
20. Cardiff 35101015 37-39 40 
21. Coventry 3610917 45-59 39 
22. Gillingham 3610719 35-56 37 


3471215 33-47 33 
3631320 27-55 22 


23. Nottingham 
24. Rotherham 


French Ligue 1 


Caen - Lyon1 -0 
Bastia - Lille3 -1 
Istres - Bordeaux 0 - 1 
Lens - Auxerre 3 - 1 
Monaco - MetzO -0 
Rennes - Sochaux 3 -0 
Strasbourg - Ajaccio 1 -0 
Paris SG - Nantes 1 -0 
Toulouse - Nice 1 -0 
Saint Etienne - Marseille 2 -0 


PW DL F A Pts 


Lens 289118 30-26 38 
278136 34-25 37 
287156 29-25 36 


1. Lyon 2815112 39-16 56 
2. Marseille 281468 35-26 48 
3. Lille 2812115 32-20 47 
4. Monaco 2711124 36-23 45 
5. Auxerre 271269 37-30 42 
6. Toulouse 271188 28-26 41 
7. Rennes 2811611 33-31 39 
8. 

9. 


Saint Etienne 
10. Bordeaux 


11. Paris SG 288128 28-31 36 
12. Sochaux 279810 30-27 35 
13. Nice 2871110 32-40 32 
14. Metz 277119 23-32 32 
15. Strasbourg 277911 31-34 30 
16. Nantes 287912 22-28 30 
17. Caen 2861111 23-46 29 
18. Bastia 286814 21-34 26 
19. Ajaccio 2741310 20-29 25 
20. Istres 2831312 16-30 22 


German Bundesliga 


Mainz 05 - Freiburg 5 -0 
Stuttgart - Arminia Bielefeld 2 - 1 
Monchengladbach - Wolfsburg 1 -0 
Hamburger SV - Leverkusen1 -0 
Hannover 96 - Hansa Rostock 0 - 1 
Bochum - Schalke 040 -2 
Bayern Munchen - Werder Bremen 1 -0 


Football Quiz Answers: 1) Red, black and white 


Cup, 1-0 to Victoria 7) Rale Rasic 


Hertha BSC - Kaiserslautern 1 - 1 
Nurnberg - Dortmund 2 -2 


PWDL FA Pts 


1. Bayern Munchen 241554 46-23 50 
2. Schalke 04 241626 39-27 50 
3. WerderBremen 241347 53-27 43 
4. Stuttgart 241266 43-30 42 
5. Hertha BSC 2410104 40-21 40 
6. Hamburger SV 2413110 41-36 40 
7. Leverkusen 241167 42-31 39 
8. Wolfsburg 2411112 39-36 34 
9. Kaiserslautern 24969 32-32 33 


10. Hannover 96 249510 27-28 32 
11. Dortmund 24888 29-32 32 

12. Arminia Bielefeld 249510 27-30 32 
13. Monchenglad’ 247710 27-38 28 


14. Mainz 05 247512 32-40 26 
15. Nurnberg 246711 40-45 25 
16. Bochum 244713 29-50 19 


17. Hansa Rostock 243813 19-47 17 
18. Freiburg 243714 18-50 16 


Albania Championship 


Partizani - Shkumbini1 -0 
Vilaznia - Laci8 -0 
Elbasani - Tirana2 -2 
Egnatia - LushnjaO -0 
Dinamo Tirana - TeutaO -2 


PWDL FA Pts 
261952 57-21 62 
261664 44-22 54 
261619 62-28 49 
261169 35-24 39 
2612212 29-34 38 
26989 28-31 35 
2610412 32-30 34 
269611 36-35 33 
266515 18-29 23 
260125 7-94 1 


1. Tirana 

2. Elbasani 

3. Vilaznia 

4. Dinamo Tirana 
5. Teuta 

6. Lushnja 

7. Shkumbini 

8. Partizani 

9. Egnatia 

10. Laci 


Dutch Eredivisie 


RBC - NEC1 -0 
RKC - FC Utrecht 2 -2 
Vitesse - Willem Il 2 -0 

de Graafschap - NACO -2 
Roda JC - FC Twente1 -2 


PWODL FA Pts 


41. PSV 231841 61-13 58 
2. AZ 231661 53-16 54 
3. Ajax 231553 50-21 50 
4. Feyenoord 231355 62-27 44 
5. Vitesse 241248 41-32 40 
6. FC Utrecht 241068 28-26 36 
7. FC Twente 241059 30-28 35 
8. SC Heerenveen 231058 38-40 35 
9. RKC 24879 30-33 31 

10. Roda JC 248610 41-39 30 
11. NAC 248610 32-47 30 


12. FC Groningen 
13. ADO den Haag 


238510 32-38 29 
237511 29-35 26 


14. Willem II 247413 26-47 25 
15. NEC 245811 25-34 23 
16. deGraafschap 244614 25-54 18 
17. RBC 245217 24-55 17 


18. FCdenBosch 232318 12-54 9 


Italy Serie A 


Roma - Juventus 1 -2 

Atalanta - Milan1 -2 

Parma - Cagliari 3 -2 
Inter Milan - Lecce 2 -1 
Udinese - BolognaO - 1 
Sampdoria - Chievo1 -0 


Siena - Brescia2 -3 
Messina - Lazio1 -0 
Livorno - Palermo 2 -2 


Fiorentina - Reggina2 -1 


P WODL F A Pts 


1. AC Milan 271863 46-17 60 
2. Juventus 271863 45-16 60 
3. Sampdoria 271458 31-20 47 
4. Inter Milan 2710161 49-32 46 
5. Palermo 2711106 30-21 43 
6. Udinese 271269 36-27 42 
7. Roma 271089 46-40 38 
8. Bologna 27999 27-25 36 
9. Lecce 279810 46-47 35 
10. Reggina 279810 28-31 35 
11. Cagliari 279711 38-45 34 
12. Lazio 279612 34-37 33 
13. Livorno 278811 28-35 32 


278811 30-40 32 
277911 27-35 30 


14. Messina 
15. Fiorentina 


16. Parma 277812 30-44 29 
17. Chievo 277713 21-38 28 
18. Brescia 277515 21-34 26 
19. Siena 2741310 26-41 25 
20. Atalanta 273915 23-37 18 


Spain Primera Liga 


Atletico - Sevilla3 -0 
Valencia - Real Madrid 1 - 1 
Osasuna - BarcelonaO - 1 
Athletic - Albacete 3 -1 
Betis - Getafe2 -2 
Deportivo - Malaga1 -0 
Mallorca - Sociedad 3 -2 
Espanyol - Levante 2 - 1 
Zaragoza - Racing1 -0 
Numancia - Villarreal 1 - 1 


8) Paisley Reserve 9) Hyundai 


2) Frankston Pines and Frankston Strikers 


P WODL F A Pts 
271953 51-18 62 
271737 47-23 54 
271368 34-29 45 
271287 44-25 44 
2711106 41-28 43 
271278 32-32 43 
Betis 271197 43-35 42 
Atletico 2711610 31-25 39 
Deportivo 279126 37-35 39 


Barcelona 
Real Madrid 
Espanyol 
Villarreal 


OONOAAPWONS> 
5 
i} 
PI 
fe} 
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10. Athletic 261088 42-34 38 
11. Zaragoza 2710512 32-40 35 
12. Malaga 2710413 26-34 34 
13. Sociedad 279513 34-39 32 


278712 29-40 31 
278712 35-47 31 


14. Levante 
15. Osasuna 


16. Getafe 267811 25-30 29 
17. Racing 277713 26-40 28 
18. Albacete 275913 25-39 24 


276615 28-45 24 
274815 18-42 20 


19. Mallorca 
20. Numancia 


Greece Ethniki Katigoria 


PAOK - Olympiakos Piraeus 1 - 1 
AEK Athens - Aris Saloniki 1 - 0 


Panionios - Panathinaikos 0 - 1 
Halkidona - Ergotelis 2 -0 
Iraklis - lonikos 2 -0 
Kerkira  - KalamariaO - 2 
P WODL F A Pts 


211362 38-12 45 
211434 36-12 45 
211281 31-16 44 
201064 32-21 36 
21957 30-27 32 
21777 20-21 28 
21849 20-21 28 
205114 18-16 26 


Olympiakos 
Panathinaikos 
AEK Athens 


Halkidona 
Iraklis 
Aigaleo 


OONOAAPWON > 
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Panionios 21678 14-18 25 
10. OFI 21669 27-30 24 
11. Kallithea 21588 30-33 23 
12. lonikos 21489 14-27 20 


13. Aris Saloniki 
14. Kalamaria 
15. Ergotelis 
16. Kerkira 


213108 17-25 19 
214710 18-34 19 
215412 17-35 19 
213612 15-29 15 


Portugal Super Liga 
Gil Vicente - Guimaraes 1 -3 


Estoril - Boavista3 -3 
Penafiel - Porto1 -2 


Nacional - BenficaO - 1 
Maritimo - Academica 1 - 1 
Rio Ave - Moreirense 1 - 0 

Uniao Leiria - Beira-Mar5 - 1 


Belenenses - Sporting CP 1 -0 


P WODL F A Pts 

1. Benfica 241365 37-23 45 
2. Porto 241293 30-16 45 
3. Sporting CP 241266 50-28 42 
4. Boavista 241185 32-30 41 
5. Sp.Braga 231175 31-17 40 
6. Rio Ave 248124 30-29 36 
7. Maritimo 248115 26-21 35 
8. Guimaraes 24978 25-22 34 

9. Setubal 23887 33-28 32 


249510 33-28 32 
247116 25-23 32 
249411 29-32 31 
245910 21-33 24 


10. Belenenses 
11. Uniao Leiria 
12. Nacional 

13. Moreirense 


14. Penafiel 247314 24-41 24 
15. Gil Vicente 246513 24-31 23 
16. Estoril 246513 29-41 23 
17. Academica 245613 20-34 21 
18. Beira-Mar 244812 23-45 20 


Chile Primera Division 


U. de Chile - Wanderers 3 -0 


Temuco - Colo Colo1 -2 
Cobreloa - Rangers Talca1 - 1 
Everton CD - Coquimbo0 - 1 

La Serena - Palestino4 -0 


U.Concepcion - Huachipato 2 -0 
U. Catolica - A. Italiano 2 - 1 
Melipilla - U.Espanola1 - 2 

Puerto Montt - San Felipe 1 -0 

Cobresal - D.Concepcion0O - 1 


P WODUL F A Pts 


1. U. Catolica 8611 17-5 19 
2. Cobresal 8521 17-9 17 
3. U.de Chile 7511 14-5 16 
4. Colo Colo 8431 17-10 15 
5. Coquimbo 8503 11-8 15 
6. Cobreloa 7421 14-11 14 
7. La Serena 8422 16-15 14 
8. U.Concepcion 8413 10-7 13 
9. Huachipato 8413 15-14 13 


8332 8-7 12 
7331 7-6 12 
8233 12-15 9 
8224 11-13 8 
7142 12-13 7 


10. Rangers Talca 
11. D.Concepcion 
12. Everton CD 
13. Temuco 

14. U. Espanola 


15. San Felipe 8215 5-11 7 
16. Puerto Montt 8206 7-12 6 
17. Melipilla 8134 3-10 6 
18. Palestino 8206 8-16 6 
19. Wanderers 8116 9-17 4 
20. A. Italiano 8035 6-15 3 


3) Ange Postecoglou 
10) John O’ Neil 


4) Yes 


Turkey Super Lig 


Galatasaray - Besiktas1 -0 
Genglerbirligi - Ankaragucu4 -0 
Istanbulspor - Samsunspor1 - 1 
Sakaryaspor - Ankaraspor1 - 1 
Denizlispor - Diyarbakirspor 0 - 0 
Malatyaspor - Fenerbahce 0 - 2 

Gaziantepspor - Trabzonspor 3 - 2 

Kayserispor - Rizespor2 - 1 

Sebatspor - Konyaspor3 -5 


P WODL F A Pts 

1. Fenerbahce 231922 60-10 59 
2. Galatasaray 231733 43-14 54 
3. Trabzonspor 231643 46-17 52 
4. Besiktas 221255 46-27 41 
5. Denizlispor 231058 31-28 35 
6. Rizespor 23977 27-21 34 

7. Konyaspor 237106 45-45 31 
8. Gaziantepspor 239410 34-36 31 
9. Malatyaspor 239410 29-33 31 


23869 31-31 30 
228410 29-29 28 
238411 29-40 28 
237511 22-36 26 
226610 19-33 24 
235414 27-49 19 
223910 20-34 18 
235315 30-55 18 
231715 25-55 10 


10. Ankaraspor 
11. Genglerbirligi 
12. Samsunspor 
13. Diyarbakirspor 
14. Ankaragucu 
15. Sakaryaspor 
16. Istanbulspor 
17. Kayserispor 
18. Sebatspor 


Croatia 1.HNL Ozujsko 


Pula 1856 - Slaven2 -0 
Medimurje - Dinamo Zagreb 1 -3 
Zagreb - Osijek 1 -0 
Inter Zapresic - Rijeka2 -2 
Hajduk - Varteks 3 - 1 
Kamen - Zadar2 -0 


P WOLF A Pts 


1. Hajduk 201235 37-21 39 
2. Rijeka 20983 34-21 35 
3. Inter ZapreSic 201046 25-20 34 
4. Varteks 201019 38-28 31 
5. Slaven 20947 21-23 31 
6. Dinamo Zagreb 20866 35-26 30 
7. Zagreb 20938 25-22 30 
8. Kamen 20929 26-25 29 
9. Osijek 20785 28-29 29 
10. Pula 1856 20578 19-23 22 
11. Zadar 205114 24-48 16 


12. Medimurje 202315 16-42 9 


Scotland Premier League 


Dundee FC - Livingston0O - 1 
Dunfermline - Hearts 1 - 1 
Kilmarnock - AberdeenO - 1 
Motherwell - Dundee United 2 -0 
Rangers - Inverness 1 - 1 
Hibernian - Celtic 1 -3 


PWD L FA Pts 


1. Rangers 292261 61-14 72 
2. Celtic 272223 59-22 68 
3. Hibernian 281459 47-39 47 
4. Aberdeen 281369 30-26 45 
5. Hearts 281198 32-26 42 
6. Motherwell 2811512 34-34 38 
7. Kilmarnock 2910217 35-50 32 
8. Inverness 277911 32-37 30 
9. Dunfermline 286814 25-40 26 


10. Dundee FC 
11. Dundee United 
12. Livingston 


286616 28-54 24 
2841014 29-45 22 
286418 23-48 22 


ON THE BOX THIS WEEK 


CHANNEL 31 
The VSF Soccer Show, Wednesday 9pm 


SBS 
LIVE UEFA Champions League Chelsea v Barcelona, 


Wednesday 6:30am 
LIVE UEFA Champions League Arsenal v Bayern 
Munich, Thursday 6:30am 
UEFA Champions League Magazine, Sunday 3:30pm 
The World Game, Sunday 4:00pm 


5) Tianjin Teda FC 6) The Mayor’s 


Krncevic’s Korner. 


I've managed to get to a few Premier League 
games over the last fortnight and whilst I’ve 
lbeen entertained and witnessed some good 
ootball, one thing that has grabbed my attention 
is the lack of fitness of some players. |’ve 
noticed that in the last twenty minutes of a 
match some teams appear to be struggling to 
keep up with the play just when the game is 
here for the taking. My observation has been 


International F.A. 
Board approves 
goal-line technolo- 
gy experiments — 
no more “passive” 
offside 


FIFA will be supervising the first official tests 
of technical systems that could determine 
whether the ball has fully crossed the goal- 
line at the 2005 FIFA U-17 World 
Championship to be held in Peru from 16 
September to 2 October. This decision was 
reached by the International Football 
Association Board (IFAB) at its 119th Annual 
General Meeting near Cardiff, Wales, on 26 
February. The Board also clarified the cur- 
rent offside rule by further defining the 
meaning of being “actively involved in play” 
and decided to impose stricter sanctions for 
any tackles deemed to be endangering the 
safety of an opponent. From now on, match 
officials must also show the red card to play- 
ers who make dangerous tackles from the 
front or the side. 


“Was that a goal?” is a question that always 
seems to be on the lips of fans, players, 
coaches and referees, and not just since 
England’s infamous third goal during the 


that the tempo begins to drop, teams seem to 
struggle with their structure and organisation, 
whilst the standard of play also noticeably suf- 
fers. Big gaps also begin to appear between the 
defensive, midfield and forward lines and some 
players reaction times appear to be rather slow, 
almost flat footed in anticipation of the ball. I’m 
curious to know why this seems to be the case 
on more than one occasion. Are our coaches 
providing adequate fitness training during the 
week leading up to matches, or are the players 
truly looking after themselves in the way of diet, 


1966 FIFA World Cup™ final at Wembley. In 
recent years, the Board has often debated 
whether technology could help match offi- 
cials make quick decisions in unclear situa- 
tions regarding whether a goal has been 
scored or not. At its meeting at the Miskin 
Manor hotel, the Board listened to a presen- 
tation by long-term FIFA partner adidas, who 
together with the German company, Cairos 
AG and the German Fraunhofer Institute 
have developed a system with a prototype of 
a ball with an embedded electronic chip. The 
presentation also outlined the necessary 
stadium infrastructure and demonstrated 
how the entire system would work. 
Following the presentation, the International 
F.A. Board decided to allow the system to be 
tested in competitive football and empow- 
ered FIFA to do so at the U-17 world champi- 
onship in Peru. 


FIFA President Joseph S. Blatter welcomed 
the Board’s decision. “Not a day goes by 
without technology making progress. We 
therefore have a duty to at least examine 
whether new technology could be used in 
football. The Board had already agreed to 
test goal-line technology, provided that the 
systems were available. The critical issue, 
however, will be to ensure that such technol- 
ogy would not affect the Laws’ universal 
nature or the authority of match officials.” 


Law 11 — Offside — was also the subject of 
several proposals, and as a result, by intro- 
ducing the new International F.A. Board 
Decision 2 for Law 11, the Board also clari- 
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Victorian soccer legend Eddie Krncevic represented Australia 35 
times and scored 17 goals. He played professionally in Europe for 


May | add that a few too many players appear to 
be carrying a little bit too much weight and give 
the impression they are not perhaps doing all 
they could do to fulfil their maximum potential. 


Ross Honos 
My contacts in Europe have informed me that 


Greek giants Olympiakos and Panathinaikos 
are in the race to sign Ross Honos. Ross is 


fied when a player is to be regarded as 
“actively involved in play”: 


Interfering with play means playing or touch- 
ing the ball passed or touched by a team 
mate. 

Interfering with an opponent means prevent- 
ing an opponent from playing or being able 
to play the ball by clearly obstructing the 
opponent’s line of vision or movements or 
making a gesture or movement which, in the 
opinion of the referee, deceives or distracts 
an opponent. 

Gaining an advantage by being in an offside 
position means playing a ball that rebounds 
to him off a post or crossbar or playing a ball 
that rebounds to him off an opponent having 
been in an offside position. 


Moreover, the Board clarified the explanation 
of a player being offside “if he is nearer to 
his opponents’ goal line than both the ball 
and the second last opponent”. As a result, 
the position of any part of the player’s head, 
body or feet will be the deciding factor, and 
not the player’s arms. 


Further IFAB decisions: 


With respect to Law 3 (The number of play- 
ers), in National A team matches, up to a 
maximum of six substitutes may be used. In 
all other matches, a greater number of sub- 
stitutes may be used provided that the teams 
concerned reach agreement on a maximum 
number and the referee is informed before 
the match. 


A * 3 


“THE VSF 
SOCCER SHOW" 


with 5 Dinamo Zagreb (Croatia), MSV Duisberg (Germany), Anderlecht 
(Belgium), Mulhouse (France), FC Leige , Aalst and Charleroi in 
Belgium. Eddie writes for “Goal! Weekly” every fortnight. 


originally a Por boy who has 
plugging away in the Greek league with 
Kalamata. We wish him all the best and it’s} 
good to see that all his hard work and efforts} 
appear to be paying off. 


Until next time, 


Regarding Law 12 (Fouls and Misconduct), 
once a referee has terminated a match, he 
cannot change a decision. However, the ref- 
eree has the authority to impose disciplinary 
sanctions from the moment he enters the 
field of play until he leaves the pitch after the 
final whistle. 

In relation to Law 15 (Throw-in), in future all 
opponents must be at least two metres from 
the thrower until the ball is in play. 


A number of proposals, such as the Football 
Association of Wales’ proposal that a player 
could only be offside when in the opponents’ 
penalty area, were withdrawn before the 
meeting. 


The International F.A. Board is composed of 
the football associations of England, 
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, who 
each have a vote, together with FIFA, who 
represent the other 201 member associa- 
tions with four votes. For a proposal to suc- 
ceed, it must receive the support of at least 
three-quarters of those present and entitled 
to vote. Changes to the Laws of the Game 
come into force as from 1 July following the 
Annual General Meeting. 


In accordance with the principle of rotation, 
the 119th Annual General Meeting of the 
International F.A. Board was held in Wales by 
one of the four British associations. Next 
year, the IFAB will convene on 4 March. 
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Bentleigh’s Marcelo Pena 


WHERE THERE’S SMOKE, 
THERE MUST BE LOTS OF SOUVLAKI 


Above: In what may well be another VPL 
record, Oakleigh Cannons report that 250kg 
worth of souvlaki meat was consumed at Friday 


_, Knights v Greens night’s big game against South Melbourne. Sunshine 'v Fawkner/Whitlgseaes"" 
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